St. Matthew’s Ev. Lutheran Church
1615 N. Wauwatosa Ave., Wauwatosa, WI 53213
March 15th, 2020
Third Sunday in Lent

8:30 a.m. Service
Prelude
Welcome to Worship

Gathering
(Please stand as you are able)

Preparation for Worship
Let us pray.
Lord God, in this season of Lent we look forward to our remembrance of Jesus’
death and our celebration of his resurrection. We pray that your Spirit will
renew in us today our anticipation for these events, and our awareness that
Jesus’ death and resurrection are a sure source of hope and life. In the
power of Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.
Call to Confession
#811 On My Heart Imprint Your Image
Confession and Forgiveness
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who is present, who gives life, who calls into
existence the things that do not exist.
Amen.
If you were to keep watch over sins, O Lord, who could stand? Yet with you is
forgiveness, and so we confess.
(Silence is kept for reflection)
Gracious God,
have mercy on us. In times of temptation we forget what you have done for us. We
confess that we have turned away from you, knowingly and unknowingly.
We have wandered from your resurrection life. We have strayed from your
love for all people. Turn us back to you, O God. Give us new hearts and
right spirits, that we may find what is pleasing to you and dwell in your
house forever.
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Receive good news: God turns to you in love. “I will put my spirit in you, and you shall
live,” says our God. All your sin is forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, who
is the free and abounding gift of God’s grace for you.
Amen.
Gathering Song

#807 Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing

Litany for the Third Sunday in Lent
We come to you this day, O Jesus Christ, seeking to satisfy our spirits’ needs.
May we be blessed by your gifts.
Our souls long for strength and courage in the face of doubts and fears.
May our spirits draw today from your wondrous wells of grace and power.
Our souls strive to find answers to the many questions we have.
May our spirits draw today from your wondrous wells of wisdom.
Our souls seek to be filled with your presence.
May our spirits draw today from your wondrous wells of life and peace.
Apostolic Greeting
The grace and mercy of God, who in Christ bears our burdens and saves us from sin, be
with you all.
And also with you.
Prayer of the Day
Let us pray. Merciful God, the fountain of living water, you quench our thirst and wash
away our sin. Give us this water always. Bring us to drink from the well that
flows with the beauty of your truth through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
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Word
(Please be seated)

First Reading
Exodus 17:1-7
Because the thirsty Israelites quarreled with Moses and put the Lord to the test, Moses
cried out in desperation to the Lord. The Lord commanded Moses to strike the rock to
provide water for the people. The doubt-filled question – “Is the Lord among us or not?”
– received a very positive answer.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
Psalm

Psalm 95, Read responsively
Come, let us sing to the Lord; let us shout for joy to the rock of our salvation.
Let us come before God’s presence with thanksgiving and raise a loud shout to the
Lord with psalms.
For you, Lord, are a great God, and a great ruler above all gods.
In your hand are the caverns of the earth; the heights of the hills are also yours.
The sea is yours, for you made it, and your hands have molded the dry land.
Come, let us worship and bow down, let us kneel before the Lord, our maker.
For the Lord is our God, and we are the people of God’s pasture and the sheep of God’s
hand.
Oh, that today you would hear God’s voice!
“Harden not your hearts, as at Meribah, as on that day at Massah in the desert.
There your ancestors tested me, they put me to the test, though they had seen my
works.
Forty years I loathed that generation, saying, ‘The heart of this people goes astray; they
do not know my ways.’
Indeed, I swore in my anger, ‘They shall never come to my rest.’”

Second Reading
Romans 5:1-11
Though we often hear that God helps those who help themselves, here Paul tells us that
through Jesus’ death God helps utterly helpless sinners. Since we who had been enemies
are reconciled to God in the Cross, we now live in hope for our final salvation.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
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(Please stand as you are able)

Gospel Acclamation

Let Your Steadfast Love Come to Us

ELW Setting #8, Lenten Gospel Acclamation. Copyright: © 2006 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Used with
permission. OneLicense.net #A-703603.

Gospel

John 4:5-29, 39-42
The holy gospel according to John, the 4th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
Jesus defies convention to engage a Samaritan woman in conversation. Her testimony, in
turn, leads many others to faith.
The Gospel of the Lord for you this day.
Praise to you, O Christ.

(Please be seated)

Gospel Message

Pastor Ann Williams
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(Please stand as you are able)

Hymn of the Day

I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say
(Prayer cards will be collected during the Hymn)

Text: Horatius Bonar, 1808-1889. Based on John 4:5-42. Music: Traditional English. Tune: Kingsfold, CMD.
(Please be seated)

Baptisms

page 227
Rosemary Ann Benson
Eric Albert Jochen, Jr.

(Please stand as you are able)

The Apostles’ Creed
(Please be seated)

page 229
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Congregation’s Welcome to the Baptized
Rosemary and Eric, we receive you as our own, and as God’s own children. We
promise to pray for you, care for you and speak God’s Word to you. We
promise to support your parents as they set about the holy task of raising
you up in Christ. Welcome to God’s Family!
Prayers of Intercession
Turning our hearts to God who is gracious and merciful, we pray for the church, the
world, and all who are in need.
… Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
According to your steadfast love, O God, hear these and all our prayers as we commend
them to you; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Sharing the Peace of Christ

page 206

Thanksgiving
(Please be seated)

Musical Offering

The Gift of Grace by Arnold Sherman – Bells Angels

(Please stand as you are able)

Offertory

Accept, O Lord, the Gifts We Bring

Music: Irish Tune. Tune: St. Columba 87 87. Text: Beth Bergeron Folkemer, b. 1957 Copyright: © 1990 Augsburg
Fortress. All rights reserved. Used with permission. OneLicense.net #A-703603.
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Offertory Prayer
Let us pray. Holy God, you provide us with every gift of creation, and you quench our
thirst with living water. Receive these tokens of your goodness to us. May our
lives be bread for the hungry and streams in the wilderness, signs of the
abundance of your grace. This we pray through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
The Lord’s Prayer
page 221 (Contemporary Version)
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

Sending
(Please be seated)

Today’s Highlights
For more information on the church’s activities, please see your bulletin, St.
Matthew’s website, www.StMattsLutheran.org or ask in the church office.
(Please stand as you are able)

Benediction for the Lenten Season
The blessing of God’s eternal love, the courage to follow the way of the cross, and the
guidance of the Spirit in the desert places of our world, be among us. The Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit bless and preserve us both now and forever.
Amen.
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Dismissal
Marked with the cross of Christ, go forth to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude
Your presence has blessed our worship service. May you be strengthened by the strong word of God
expressed through music and worship today. The peace of the Lord be with you as you go.

St. Matthew’s Ev. Lutheran Church
1615 N. Wauwatosa Ave., Wauwatosa, WI 53213
March 15th, 2020
Third Sunday in Lent

11:00 a.m. Service
Prelude
Welcome to Worship

Gathering
(Please stand as you are able)

Preparation for Worship
Let us pray.
Lord God, in this season of Lent we look forward to our remembrance of Jesus’
death and our celebration of his resurrection. We pray that your Spirit will
renew in us today our anticipation for these events, and our awareness that
Jesus’ death and resurrection are a sure source of hope and life. In the
power of Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.
Call to Confession

#811 On My Heart Imprint Your Image

Confession and Forgiveness
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who is present, who gives life, who calls into
existence the things that do not exist.
Amen.
If you were to keep watch over sins, O Lord, who could stand? Yet with you is
forgiveness, and so we confess.
(Silence is kept for reflection)
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Gracious God,
have mercy on us. In times of temptation we forget what you have done for us. We
confess that we have turned away from you, knowingly and unknowingly.
We have wandered from your resurrection life. We have strayed from your
love for all people. Turn us back to you, O God. Give us new hearts and
right spirits, that we may find what is pleasing to you and dwell in your
house forever.
Receive good news: God turns to you in love. “I will put my spirit in you, and you shall
live,” says our God. All your sin is forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, who
is the free and abounding gift of God’s grace for you.
Amen.
Gathering Song

#807 Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing

Litany for the Third Sunday in Lent
We come to you this day, O Jesus Christ, seeking to satisfy our spirits’ needs.
May we be blessed by your gifts.
Our souls long for strength and courage in the face of doubts and fears.
May our spirits draw today from your wondrous wells of grace and power.
Our souls strive to find answers to the many questions we have.
May our spirits draw today from your wondrous wells of wisdom.
Our souls seek to be filled with your presence.
May our spirits draw today from your wondrous wells of life and peace.
Apostolic Greeting
The grace and mercy of God, who in Christ bears our burdens and saves us from sin, be
with you all.
And also with you.
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Prayer of the Day
Let us pray. Merciful God, the fountain of living water, you quench our thirst and wash
away our sin. Give us this water always. Bring us to drink from the well that
flows with the beauty of your truth through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Word
(Please be seated)

First Reading
Exodus 17:1-7
Because the thirsty Israelites quarreled with Moses and put the Lord to the test, Moses
cried out in desperation to the Lord. The Lord commanded Moses to strike the rock to
provide water for the people. The doubt-filled question – “Is the Lord among us or not?”
– received a very positive answer.
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.
Psalm

Psalm 95, Read responsively
Come, let us sing to the Lord; let us shout for joy to the rock of our salvation.
Let us come before God’s presence with thanksgiving and raise a loud shout to the
Lord with psalms.
For you, Lord, are a great God, and a great ruler above all gods.
In your hand are the caverns of the earth; the heights of the hills are also yours.
The sea is yours, for you made it, and your hands have molded the dry land.
Come, let us worship and bow down, let us kneel before the Lord, our maker.
For the Lord is our God, and we are the people of God’s pasture and the sheep of God’s
hand.
Oh, that today you would hear God’s voice!
“Harden not your hearts, as at Meribah, as on that day at Massah in the desert.
There your ancestors tested me, they put me to the test, though they had seen my
works.
Forty years I loathed that generation, saying, ‘The heart of this people goes astray; they
do not know my ways.’
Indeed, I swore in my anger, ‘They shall never come to my rest.’”
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Second Reading
Romans 5:1-11
Though we often hear that God helps those who help themselves, here Paul tells us that
through Jesus’ death God helps utterly helpless sinners. Since we who had been enemies
are reconciled to God in the Cross, we now live in hope for our final salvation.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
(Please stand as you are able)

Gospel Acclamation

Let Your Steadfast Love Come to Us

ELW Setting #8, Lenten Gospel Acclamation. Copyright: © 2006 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Used with
permission. OneLicense.net #A-703603.

Gospel

John 4:5-29, 39-42
The holy gospel according to John, the 4th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
Jesus defies convention to engage a Samaritan woman in conversation. Her testimony, in
turn, leads many others to faith.
The Gospel of the Lord for you this day.
Praise to you, O Christ.
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(Please be seated)

Gospel Message

Pastor Ann Williams

(Please stand as you are able)

Hymn of the Day

I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say
(Prayer cards will be collected during the Hymn)

Text: Horatius Bonar, 1808-1889. Based on John 4:5-42. Music: Traditional English. Tune: Kingsfold, CMD.

The Apostles’ Creed
Inside back cover of the Hymnal
Prayers of Intercession
Turning our hearts to God who is gracious and merciful, we pray for the church, the
world, and all who are in need.
… Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
According to your steadfast love, O God, hear these and all our prayers as we commend
them to you; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Sharing the Peace of Christ

page 206

Meal
(Please be seated)

Musical Offering

Come to the Water arr. by Jack Schrader
Senior Choir

(Please stand as you are able)

Offertory

Accept, O Lord, the Gifts We Bring

Music: Irish Tune. Tune: St. Columba 87 87. Text: Beth Bergeron Folkemer, b. 1957 Copyright: © 1990 Augsburg
Fortress. All rights reserved. Used with permission. OneLicense.net #A-703603.

Offertory Prayer
Let us pray. Holy God, you provide us with every gift of creation, and you quench our
thirst with living water. Receive these tokens of your goodness to us. May our
lives be bread for the hungry and streams in the wilderness, signs of the
abundance of your grace. This we pray through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Great Thanksgiving
Sanctus
Words of Institution

page 206
page 207; Holy, Holy, Holy
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Lord’s Prayer

page 208 (Traditional Version)

Invitation to Communion
Return to God with all your heart. Receive bread for the journey, drink for the desert.
We join in the feast.
(Please be seated)

Call to Communion
Communion Anthem

#336 Lamb of God – Your Only Son
Let Us Break Bread Together arr. by John Helgen
Senior Choir

Communion Hymn

#777 Come to Me, All Pilgrims Thirsty

(Please stand as you are able)

Communion Response
May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s
love and grace.
Amen.
Prayer after Communion
Let us pray. Lord Jesus Christ, as the manna miraculously nourished your wandering
children, so, too, this gift of life refreshes us. We do not live by bread alone so
teach us to prefer this nourishment. Teach us to hunger for this food. Teach us to
follow where the Spirit leads. You are the Lord forevermore. Amen.

Sending
Sending of Communion
Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel
to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share your word
and sacrament with those who are sick, homebound, and imprisoned. In your love
and care, nourish and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give
us all the comfort of your abiding presence through the body and blood of your
Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.
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(Please be seated)

Today’s Highlights
For more information on the church’s activities, please see your bulletin, St.
Matthew’s website, www.StMattsLutheran.org or ask in the church office.
(Please stand as you are able)

Benediction for the Lenten Season
The blessing of God’s eternal love, the courage to follow the way of the cross, and the
guidance of the Spirit in the desert places of our world, be among us. The Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit bless and preserve us both now and forever.
Amen.
Dismissal
Marked with the cross of Christ, go forth to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude
Your presence has blessed our worship service. May you be strengthened by the strong word of God
expressed through music and worship today. The peace of the Lord be with you as you go.

You are invited to stay for a healing service that will begin
in the Sanctuary after the Postlude.

