Words of welcome

***
We’re one week closer! As we prepare our worship space and our homes for the coming of Jesus at Chr

Welcome to Worship at St. Matthew’s
March 15, 2020
Dear family of God, welcome to worship!
May you be blessed, and be a blessing to
others, during our time together here and in
the coming days. In the name of the Holy
Trinity, who holds darkness and light, night
and day, rest and activity all in one loving
embrace, we celebrate our diversity as we
worship in unity. Welcome to all.

Worship Notes: In today’s gospel the
Samaritan woman asks Jesus for water,
an image of our thirst for God. Jesus offers
living water, a sign of God’s grace flowing
from the water of baptism. The early church
used this gospel and those of the next two
Sundays to deepen baptismal reflection
during the final days of preparation before baptism at Easter. As we journey to the
resurrection feast, Christ comes among us in word, bath, and meal - offering us the
life-giving water of God’s mercy and forgiveness.

Altar flowers are given by the family of Dave Rogers in memory of his death a year
ago on March 11.
Altar flowers are given by Jennifer Wills in memory of Allan Hoeser.

Children for Baptism (8:30 service) Rosemary Ann Benson, child of Joshua
Benson & Alyssa Pisarski, Milwaukee, was born January 2, 2020. Sponsors are
Caitlyn Pisarski and Kyle Pisarski.

Eric Albert Jochen, Jr., child of Eric Jochen and Ebani Salazar, Milwaukee, was
born December 15, 2019.

The Prayer Room adjacent to the Worship space is open for your personal prayer
time any time the church is open. It has been recently updated to create an inviting
place to focus on prayer during this season of Lent.
It’s Name Tag Sunday: We wear nametags on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the
month in order for us to know more people on Sunday mornings.

OFFERING will be collected at the entrance to the worship space, either before
or after worship, to reduce the possibility of spreading germs. Thank you for your
faithful offerings in response to God’s blessings in your lives.

St. Matthew’s building no

St. Matthew’s Ev. Lutheran Church

Bulletin Announcements - March 15, 2020
COVID-19--Yes, we’re concerned, too.
Here are some ways
we are responding to it:

**If you are 60 and over it is recommended
that you avoid gatherings. It has been
recommended by medical professionals in
our congregation for those 60+ to stay home
from worship.**

Our building is consistently cleaned, wiped
and sanitized on every surface, including
doorknobs, handles, handrails, remotes and all
bathroom surfaces.

Lenten Resources are available
on the table in the Commons
for your Lenten journey. The
devotional, Wondrous Love,
is free. We are using a book by
Henri Nouwen, “Can You Drink
the Cup,” during our Wednesday
evening adult learning time,
Wednesdays through April 1 from
6:15-7:00. Copies of this book are
available at the Lenten table as
well for $12.

Hand Sanitizer is widely available at church:
Hand sanitizer bottles are available in each
pew row in the worship space. Make use of the
hand sanitizer stations around church to kill
any germs you may come in contact with here.
We are reducing opportunities for germ
spreading during Communion and Peace
sharing. Holy Communion can be received as
only the bread, and still be part of Jesus’ body,
given for us. Wine will be available, but you
may choose not to take it if you are concerned
about exposure to additional risk.
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Not feeling well? Please stay home. We
hope you feel better soon.

Stuck at home? Worship with us online! You
can watch our livestream during the worship
services, and then after the services, you can
watch them on YouTube anytime during the
week. Search YouTube for “StMattsTosa”.
What about your offering? Consider an
online donation from our website, or mail your
offering envelope into the church office.

Special concerns? Call the church office and/
or contact one of our pastors. We are available
for special needs.
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This Week:

Monday, March 16:
6:30, Men’s Morning Bible Study
10:15, Staff Meeting
11:00, Program Staff Meeting
1:00, Fallen Angels
6:00, Property Committee Meeting
7:00, Synod El Salvador Meeting
Tuesday, March 17:
9:00-3:00, AARP Tax Volunteer Service
9:30, The EmBELLishments
6:30, Paul Class
7:00, Lutheran A Cappella Ch. Reh.
Wednesday, March 18:
10:30, Lenten Morning Service
6:00, New Creation Choir
6:00, New Generation Choir
6:15-7:00, Lenten Faith Reflection
6:15-7:00, Lenten Family Time
7:15, Lenten Evening Service
Thursday, March 19:
9:00, A caBELLa Ringers Rehearsal
9:00, Retired Partners in Ministry
10:00, Marquette Companions in
Ministry Board meeting
11:30, Women of Faith
4:00, Praise Kids
6:15, Bells Angels Rehearsal
7:30, Senior Choir Rehearsal
Friday, March 20:
9:00, Bulletin Stuffing

Children’s clothing swap is set for
the Sunday after Easter, Sunday, April
19th. Start settting aside those items
you’d like to swap, and mark your
calendar!

Adult Education Classes
Every Sunday 9:45-10:45am
March 15
“Don’t Sing Songs to a Heavy Heart”
Our Stephen Ministers have provided hundreds
of hours of care to those who are suffering,
struggling or going through a difficult time in
the last 2 years. They have learned something
very important about walking with others...
They don’t have the answer that will make it all
better. In fact, the words and actions we may
use in our attempts to help hurting people may
unintentionally add to their burdens instead of
easing their pain. Dr. Kenneth Haugk, founder
and executive director of Stephen Ministries has
written a great book that was shaped through his
own experience with loss and his research with
thousands of individuals. “Don’t Sing Songs
to a Heavy Heart” is built on a solid biblical
foundation and is filled with practical examples
and specific suggestions about what to say or
do-and what not to say or do. Join our Stephen
Ministry team for this conversation on how we
can all be guided in bringing Christ’s loving care
to our own family and friends.

March 22 & March 29
Care for creatures: The animal kingdom and
the Kingdom of God
Led by Dan Bice
More Americans have pets than children. Many
of us go deer hunting each November. The
majority of us count on animals as a source
for everything from daily meals to clothing. We
are surrounded by animals, yet we spend very
little time talking or thinking about them. In this
class, we’ll do just that: Discuss what our faith
says about non-human animals, and how our
thoughts and attitudes about wild and domestic
animals -- and our relationship to them -- are
undergoing dramatic change.

Adult Education Today, 9:45 - 10:45
A Note about Sunday Bulletin
Distribution: In order to make good
use of resources, fewer copies of the
bulletin announcements section of your
Sunday bulletin have been printed.
These Bulletin Announcements
Inserts are available at the Welcome
Center, from an usher, or downstairs
across from the church office. OR
receive a sneak-peak email of these
announcements and other panels
on Friday morning of each week!
Please sign up on the bottom of the
Events Sign-Up panel in today’s
bulletin and you will begin receiving
the announcements as well as other
notices on Fridays.
A note about healing: In ELW, at
the beginning of the Healing service,
we read: “Here all who sense the
need for God’s healing in any aspect
of their lives may join in prayers for
others and themselves. Here each
person may come to receive a word
of blessing and prayer. Here each
one may also receive a physical
gesture of healing: the laying on of
hands, which may be accompanied
by anointing with oil. These signs,
first given in baptism, tell us again
that we are sealed by the Holy Spirit
and marked forever with the cross of
Christ, who is health and salvation
for the world. In its ministry of
healing, the church does not replace
the gifts of God that come through
the scientific community nor does it
promise a cure. Rather, the church
offers and celebrates gifts such as
these: God’s presence with strength
and comfort in time of suffering,
God’s promise of wholeness and
peace, and God’s love embodied in
the community of faith.

Watch our worship services all week
long! Beside live streaming our worship
services on Sunday mornings, we also have
availabe on our YouTube page most services on Sunday mornings and often the Adult
Education presentation. Go to our Youtube
page, “StMattsTosa” and search for the
service you would like to see. You can even
choose to move the service ahead and only
listen to the sermon if you choose. In these
days of concern about germs and exposure
to the public, this is an option to those who
are choosing to stay home.
ELCA Disaster Response Uses 100% of
Gifts for Tornado Response
The situation
A powerful and destructive tornado has
ripped through central Tennessee, leaving
destruction in its wake. At least 24 people
have been killed, homes and other buildings have been destroyed, and thousands
of people are without electricity. The tornado
was part of a series of severe storms. St.
John’s Lutheran, Nashville, was severely
damaged by last week’s tornado.
Our response:
Lutheran Disaster Response (LDR) is
working with those in the impacted area —
including the ELCA Southeastern Synod,
Inspiritus (formerly known as Lutheran
Services of Georgia and Lutheran Services
in Tennessee) and local congregations — to
respond with immediate relief. Given the extent of the destruction, recovery is expected
to take years. LDR plans to accompany the
synod and Inspiritus to address survivors’
needs over the long haul.

Needed: Gently used Coloring
books for our Quiet Sacs. Please
drop off in the church office.
Next Mission Trip Meeting is
March 29th
The next monthly mission trip meeting is Sunday, March 29th at 12:15
at Reformation Lutheran Church,
3806 W. Lisbon Ave. Please bring
$5 for lunch.
Passion Scenes come to Life: Can
you help? On April 5 we will be
presenting our portrayal of the
Passion of Christ for the 8:30 and
11:00 services. We are looking for
anyone who would like to volunteer
their time and talents in the areas of
costumes, make-up, props, snacks,
crowd control and backstage people.
If you would like to help in the
special presentation, please contact
John Paradowski.
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Prayer Walk Group meets on Monday
mornings and we are enjoying walking
outside. Find out where we start by
contacting Anne DeWitt for details: 414840-8222.
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Change for Change!

Burn the Mortgage – It is done!
1 Corinthians 12 (MSG) “God’s various gifts are handed out everywhere; but they all
originate in God’s Spirit. God’s various ministries are carried out everywhere; but they all
originate in God’s Spirit. God’s various expressions of power are in action everywhere;
but God himself is behind it all. Each person is given something to do that shows who
God is: Everyone gets in on it, everyone benefits. All kinds of things are handed out by
the Spirit, and to all kinds of people! The variety is wonderful…”
When a large tree falls in Tanzania, blocking life and everyone’s activities, the
community comes together for the heavy lifting that is needed. Everyone takes their
places along the monstrous blockage, and the leader shouts using their strongest
Swahili - “Haram-be!”, and all together the community accomplishes the incredible work
that needs to be done.
In America we might be more used to saying the phrase “Heave Ho”, when
we want to work together on a heavy lift. Whatever saying is used, it takes the
entire community working together to get the job done, to accomplish something so
monumental that it really couldn’t have been done by ones self.
This is one of those moments in the life history of our church! We have all
helped do our part in getting the mammoth work accomplished of paying off our large
mortgage debt. The mortgage is now paid in full!!! Thank you!
As the body of Christ, coming together for the work of ministry, we have
completed a 2.5 million dollar renovation, and paid for it all in under 6 years - AMAZING!
Thank you! High fives all around…
As we enter our 100th year here at St. Matthew’s, it is such a strong sense of
who we are as a faith community that we are entering this milestone year debt free.
Again - Thank you for your generosity! Thank you for taking on this endeavor with gusto!
Thank you for doing the heavy lifting of the work that was set before us!
As we begin this next century of our ministry, may God continue to bless us with
St.to
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opportunities
serve Him,
and mayChurch
we have the ability and strength to work together Year
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As of --->
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With gratitude, Pastor Chris

YTD Financial Results as of:

General Fund Receipts
Hunger Basket Receipts
Benevolence Disbursements
Building Fund Balance

03/08/20

$190,024
$2,398
$24,039

12.65%

$70,671

As March 1, 2020, we have collected enough to payoff our
debt. Pursuant to the discussion at our Annual Meeting,
effective immediately, all contributions designated as Debt
Reduction will be placed in the Building Fund
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Is Spring Coming? MEN’S SOFTBALL TEAM!!
St. Matthew’s men are ready to field a team in the
Wauwatosa Tuesday Night Church Men’s Softball
League. The sign-up sheet is at the Welcome Center
at church, but you can also let manager Michael
Kruse know if you plan on playing— mrobertkruse@
gmail.com. The cost of the leagues will be $30 per
person, payable to St. Matthew’s.
Reformation Lutheran Church will lead its annual
Good Friday Neighborhood Walk starting at the
church located at 3806 W. Lisbon Avenue. Similar to
the Stations of the Cross, the group will stop at sites in
our Holy Ground that demonstrate signs of despair and
transformation. Scripture will be read, and our group
will sing and pray together, uplifting the symbol of the
cross in the heart of the city.
The walk will begin at 3:00 PM on Friday, April 10th.
The walk will last less than an hour. Street parking is
available; carpooling is encouraged!
SONshine household goods pantry will be held April
9th and will serve up to 40 people in the neighborhood
by providing them with basic household items. St.
Matthew’s is being asked to collect shampoo and
body wash. Donations should be brought to the
box outside the office by Sunday, April 5th. The
SONshine Pantry helps Reformation connect with the
neighborhood and create an atmosphere of hospitality.
Thank you for supporting them in this mission.

Can You Help this Student with a School Project?
My name is Abby and I am a Senior at Tosa East
researching Christian perceptions of Mindfulness
and Meditation practices in our community. If you are
interested in discussing how your beliefs and practices intersect with Meditation and Mindfulness please
consider filling out my survey!
http://bit.ly/2VJzbVi

Stephen Ministry
Are you going through
a difficult time? Would
it help to have someone
listen to your concerns?
Stephen Ministers can
help!
Our Stephen Ministers
are trained to listen,
care, encourage, and
provide emotional and
spiritual support to
people who are facing a
challenging situation or
going through a tough
time. They will not
pressure you to resolve
your concerns quickly or
try to fix things for you.
They will pray for you
and honor confidentiality.
To learn more talk with
Pastor Ann, Sue Swing
or stop at the Stephen
Ministry Center in the
Commons on a Sunday
morning from 9:4510:45.
“As I have loved you,
so you must love one
another.” John 13:34
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The St. Matthew’s
Meal Outreach Ministry

Guest House: Many thanks to Steve &
Ruth Kallio-Mielke for serving a dinner that
was gratefully enjoyed by all on March 8.
Two or three volunteers are welcome on the
second Sunday each month to serve dinner
to 85 men at the Guest House, a homeless
shelter in Milwaukee. Seeking volunteers
for the April 12 and May 10 dinners. Please
sign-up by contacting Carl Johnson by
phone or text message at 414-771-1023, or
by email johnsoncr@cdmsmith.com.
Cross Lutheran Lunch Program We
serve 300-400 people on the fourth
Wednesday of each month at Cross
Lutheran Church, 1821 N. 16th Street. We
carpool from St. Matthew’s around 10 a.m.
and serve beginning at about 11:00 and
returning to St. Matt’s at about 1:00. Next
Meal: Wednesday, March 25, 2020. Pick
up a card in worship on the Sunday prior to
the meal to donate food.

Repairers of the Breach: We supply
100 bag lunches for the homeless twice
a month. We pack the lunches at church
on the 2nd and 4th Sunday mornings at
9:45 a.m. Volunteers are needed to provide
beverages, fruit, chips and sweets and/or
pack the lunches. Contact the church office
414.774.0441.
Serenity Inn: Volunteers prepare and bring
a warm meal for dinner fellowship with up
to 12 residents the second Sunday of each
month. Plan to arrive at the Inn at 5:50.
Coordinator: Rachel Vetter; rcvetter1986@
gmail.com
Just One More: More information on their
new location and volunteer needs when
available.

Ranch-style Condo for sale: Members
Tim & Jean Jorgenson are putting their
two-bedroom garden condo in New
Berlin’s Waterford Square subdivision on
sale. If you or a friend are interested, call
the church office for further information.

Caregivers Group is taking a
winter break. If you are interested
in information on meeting with this
group, contact Rita Reinke about future
meetings. If you need her contact
information, ask in the church office.

* McDonal
* Bus ticke
* Protein p
* Beef Jerk
Reformation Ongoing Collection for their Ne
borhood Store:

• Baby/children’s clean clothing to size 8 (no adu
clothing/shoes)

• Infant blankets, crib sheets, strollers, walkers,
bouncers, toddler large plastic play sets, etc.

• Bath/hand/washcloth towels, mirrors, waste bas
kets, shower curtains and rings

• Gift items for adults

• Men’s items including belts, cologne, gently-us
new men’s underwear, wallets

• Jewelry and new watches
• Small lamps

• Pots & Pans, kitchenware & utensils, dish sets,
silverware sets

ELCA Young Adults: Fasting from
Plastics in Lent - An Invitation! from
Savanna Sullivan, ELCA Young Adults
Coordinator
People consider all types of fasting
during Lent, sometimes a type of food,
sometimes a behavior, etc. Also, some
consider fasting from the injustice we
participate in every day; fasting from
leaving our neighbors without food and
shelter; fasting from shame; fasting from
destroying the earth.
So Why Plastics?
The ELCA Churchwide Assembly called
on the ELCA to get serious about its
commitment to care for creation. The
#NoplasticsforLent initiative, led by
young adults across the church, calls for
individuals, families and communities to
fast for 40 days from single-use plastics.
We also hope it will move us toward more
long term justice-seeking for the creation
in our care. We invite you to this Lenten
practice of prayer, lament and fasting as
we walk for these 40 days with Christ.

• Sheet sets, bed pillows, bedspreads/comforters
afghans, please)

• Small Appliances: toasters, deep fryers, coffee
makers, microwaves, blenders, electric frypans
irons, crockpots, etc.

• Flatscreen TVs, converter boxes, antennas, rad
• Cans of coffee, homemade cookies, sugar and
creamer

High School Youth Forum meets
Caregivers Group meets 2nd and 4th
Monday afternoons - Sharing joys and
challenges The caregivers group will
meet on the following dates at 1 p.m. in
the Library. The group is facilitated by
Sharon Thiel, and you are welcome to
attend. Next meeting: February 10 and 24 O
h
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SAINTS On The Move!
The Fireside Theatre in Fort
Atkinson will be performing
“The Church Basement Ladies:
A Mighty Fortress Is Our
Basement” and the SAINTS
have tickets! This installment
of the Church Basement Ladies
is set in 1960 and a reformation
is underway. Join us on
Wednesday, April 29 for lunch
and a matinee performance
with motorcoach transportation
to and from the St. Matthew’s
parking lot. $75 per person all
inclusive.
Sign up at the Information
Center. An envelope is
attached to the sign-up sheet
for checks made out to: “St.
Matthew’s Lutheran Church” –
with “SAINTS Outing” on the
memo line. If you prefer to pay
by credit card, the card reader
in The Commons is set up to
receive payments for SAINTS
events. Don’t forget to sign up
on the sheet and indicate the
type of payment you selected.
Tickets are limited! Sign up
now!

Middle School Mission Overnight
Scheduled for April 24th – 25th
The annual middle school mission overnight
will happen this spring on Friday, April
24th – Saturday, April 25th. While not a
weeklong commitment like the Mission Trip
for high school students, the Middle School
Mission Overnight will carry the same focus
on serving and community that guides our
mission trips. This year’s focus will be on
diversity and inclusion.
The event will begin at 7:00 PM on Friday
and end at 11:30 AM on Saturday. The
experience will open with various games
and simulations designed to get the kids to
reflect and react to ideas and experiences
about exclusion. On Saturday morning,
we will split into groups and volunteer
at different sites and come back to St.
Matthew’s to debrief the experience.
More details and sign up information will be
shared soon! If you have any questions, talk
to Gretchen Haugse.
Tosa Talks: Building a Diverse, Thriving
Community: Join in facilitated dialogues on
how Wauwatosa can become a more diverse
community with equity and inclusion for all.
Register for one of the three Community Dialogue Sessions-- each one will be similar:

Tuesday, April 14, 6:30-8:30pm School District
Fisher Building, 12121 W. North Ave
Saturday, April 25, 2:30-4:30, Longfellow
Middle School, 7600 W. North Avenue
Thursday, April 30th, 6:30-8:30pm, Jefferson
Elementary School, 6927 Maple Terrace.

Join one of the three dialogues where you can
learn about steps the school district and city
are taking and then discuss with others. Sign
up here:
https://tinyurl.com/wnzc6md
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Make Wednesday Night a Family Night at Church
The Five Wednesdays in Lent are March 4-April 1

Wednesday Mornings

10:30 a.m.

Lenten Worship Service Sanctuary

11:00 a.m.
Saints Social Gatherings
		These have been canceled to reduce risk of transmission of germs.

Wednesday Evenings

* * * * * *

5:30-6:15 p.m. Dinner
		
These have been canceled to reduce risk of transmission of germs.
6:00-6:45

New Generation Choir meets weekly. Sanctuary

6:00-7:00	
New Creation Choir meets earlier during Lent Choir Room
6:15-7:00

Faith Reflection: Using Henri Nouwen’s book “Can You Drink the Cup?”
Upper Room

6:15-7:00

Lenten Time for Families with Children up through Third Grade with their
Parent(s). Donna Gardner Manke and Pastor Chris.1st Floor Education wing

7:15-8:00 p.m. Lenten Worship Service Sanctuary Close your day in prayer.
		Lenten offerings are shared between

• The Interfaith Earth Network for
Safe Drinking Water in Milwaukee
• Life Navigators and
• L’Arche USA

See you at Church on
Wednesdays during
Lent

Easter Flower Order Form
Celebrate the Risen Christ
Sunday, April 12, 2020

is the
TODAY Order!
ay to
Last D

We will express our joy in the resurrection of our Lord on Easter by remembering our loved
ones. We will blanket the altar area with a display of spring plants. In lieu of plants, a contribution may be given “in honor” or “in memory of” and will be contributed to St. Matthew’s
benevolences serving those in need.
All Easter plants and Easter benevolences will be listed in the bulletin on Easter Sunday, April
12, 2020. Return the following form, with payment, to the church office or place in the offering plate. All plants may be picked up after the 11:00 a.m. Easter Service.
Deadline to order is Wednesday, April 1, 2020.
(Please include payment with your order.)
Hyacinths (assorted)

@ $12.00		

_________

Daffodils (yellow)

@ $12.00		

_________

Lilies (white)		@ $12.00		_________
Tulips (assorted)		@ $12.00		_________
Azaleas (pink & white)

@ $22.00		

_________

Hydrangeas (pink & blue) @ $25.00		

_________

Easter Designated Benevolences @ $10.00

The Interfaith Earth Network for Safe Drinking Water
in Milwaukee, Life Navigators, and L’Arche USA

						Total

_________
_________

Donor’s Name(s) _________________________________________________________
The flowers/benevolences purchased are to be listed in the bulletin as follows:
in honor of _____________________________________________________________
or
in memory of ___________________________________________________________

Vision Statement: Guided by God’s Spirit and Grace, we are a community of
disciples growing in faith, hope and love in our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. (What
we want to become)
Mission Statement: Called to fulfill the Great Commission, St. Matthew’s
welcomes all to faith in Jesus Christ, nurtures our faith journey, equips us to serve
others, and sends us into the world to make a difference in Jesus’ name. (What
we are going to do)
Values: We want to be people who grow in our Spiritual fruitfulness, which is
shown through the Fruit of the Spirit: Love, Joy, Peace, Patience, Kindness,
Goodness, Faithfulness, Gentleness, Self-control. (Who we want to be)
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