St. Matthew’s Ev. Lutheran Church
1615 N. Wauwatosa Ave., Wauwatosa, WI 53213
th
April 7 , 2019
Fifth Sunday in Lent

7:30 a.m. Service
Prelude
Welcome to Worship

Gathering
(Please stand as you are able)

Preparation for Worship
Let us pray. Lord God, we gather here because you have called us. You loved us before
we could love you. You have given your Son for our salvation. For this we join
all creation in blessing you, praising you, and thanking you.
As we offer our praise, we long for you to mold us in the image of your Son, whose
death and resurrection give us hope. Amen.
Confession and Forgiveness
Search me, O God, and know my heart;
try me and know my thoughts.
See if there is any wicked way in me,
and lead me in the way everlasting.
For the Lord is gracious and merciful,
Slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
(Silence is kept for reflection)
Gracious God,
In times of temptation we forget what you have done for us. You give us everything
we need, yet we often remain unsatisfied; you trust us to care for creation,
yet we often abuse that trust and spoil what we have been given. You show
us the way we are to follow, yet we often continue on the path of selfindulgence and self-centeredness. Forgive us, we pray. We ask for your
direction, your patience, and your love, in the name of Jesus Christ, who, in
spite of his temptations, was faithful to your saving Word.
By water and the Holy Spirit, God gives us a new birth, and through the death and
resurrection of Jesus Christ, God forgives us all our sins. Almighty God
strengthen us in all goodness and keep us in eternal life.
Amen.
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Gathering Song

When I Survey the Wondrous Cross

Text: Isaac Watts, 1707. Based on Gal 6:14. Music: Lowell Mason, 1824. Tune: Hamburg, LM.

Apostolic Greeting
The grace and mercy of God, who in Christ bears our burdens and saves us from sin, be
with you all.
And also with you.
Opening Litany reflecting the Story of the Three Trees
Creator God, out of chaos you brought order.
Out of nothingness you brought life.
In the middle of all life stands the tree.
Trees provide the air that nurtures all your creation.
Trees recycle life that has come before.
Bless the trees of this world, loving God.
Remind us to serve as their caregivers and protectors.
The gift of their breath is as special to us as the breath of the Holy Spirit.
Prayer of the Day
Let us pray. “For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper
you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.” Creator God,
thank you for all the blessings that we experience. Thank you for honoring the
humble. Thank you for being born and dying for us. Thank you for rising to live
forever.
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May we be the people who are alive with your spirit forever. And with all we are, we
pray that our dreams of what we can be and what we can do will lead us to
you. Amen.

Word
(Please be seated)

Reading
Jeremiah 29:11-14
For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to
harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. Then you will call on me and come and
pray to me, and I will listen to you. You will seek me and find me when you seek me with
all your heart. I will be found by you,” declares the Lord, “and will bring you back from
captivity. I will gather you from all the nations and places where I have banished you,”
declares the Lord, “and will bring you back to the place from which I carried you into
exile.”
Psalm

Psalm 1, Read responsively
Happy are those who reject the advice of evil people, who do not follow the example of
sinners or join those who have no use for God.
Instead, they find joy in obeying the Law of the Lord, and they study it day and
night.
They are like trees that grow beside a stream, that bear fruit at the right time, and whose
leaves do not dry up.
They succeed in everything they do.

(Please be seated)

Sermon

Pastor Christopher Manke
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(Please stand as you are able)

Hymn of the Day

Hymn of Promise
(Prayer cards will be collected during the Hymn)

Music: & Text: Natalie Sleeth, 1986. Tune: PROMISE 87 87 D. Text and Music Copyright © 1986 Hope Publishing Co.
Onelicense.net A-703603. All rights reserved. Used with permission.

Apostles’ Creed

Inside back cover of the Hymnal

Prayers of Intercession

page 143

Sharing the Peace of Christ

page 143

Meal
Note for the 7:30 services: Offerings may be placed in the plate at the entrance of the church as
you enter or exit. Thank you.
Offertory Prayer
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Words of Institution
The Lord’s Prayer

page 145 (Traditional Version)

Invitation to Communion
(Please be seated)
(Please stand as you are able)

Communion Response
May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s
love and grace.
Amen.
Prayer after Communion
Let us pray. Compassionate God, you have fed us with the bread of heaven. Sustain us in
our Lenten pilgrimage: may our fasting be hunger for justice, our alms, a making
of peace, and our prayer, the song of grateful hearts; through Jesus Christ our
Lord.
Amen.

Sending
(Please be seated)

Today’s Highlights
For more information on the church’s activities, please see your bulletin, St.
Matthew’s website, www.StMattsLutheran.org or ask in the church office.
(Please stand as you are able)

Benediction for the Lenten Season
The blessing of God’s eternal love, the courage to follow the way of the cross, and the
guidance of the Spirit in the desert places of our world, be among us. The Father,
Son and Holy Spirit, bless and preserve us both now and forever.
Amen.
Dismissal

page 146

Postlude
Your presence has blessed our worship service. May you be strengthened by the strong word of God
expressed through music and worship today. The peace of the Lord be with you as you go.

St. Matthew’s Ev. Lutheran Church
1615 N. Wauwatosa Ave., Wauwatosa, WI 53213
th
April 7 , 2019
Fifth Sunday in Lent

8:30 & 11:00 a.m. Services
New Creation Choir Musical
“The Three Trees”
Prelude
Welcome to Worship

Gathering
(Please stand as you are able)

Call to Worship

Holy God

ELW #159. Text: Traditional Trisagion. Music: from Mass for Grace by Carl Haywood. Copyright © 1997 Carl
Haywood. All rights reserved. Used with permission. OneLicense.net #A-703603.

Preparation for Worship
Let us pray. Lord God, we gather here because you have called us. You loved us before
we could love you. You have given your Son for our salvation. For this we join
all creation in blessing you, praising you, and thanking you.
As we offer our praise, we long for you to mold us in the image of your Son, whose
death and resurrection give us hope. Amen.
Gathering Song

#803 When I Survey the Wondrous Cross

Apostolic Greeting
The grace and mercy of God, who in Christ bears our burdens and saves us from sin, be
with you all.
And also with you.
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Opening Litany reflecting the Story of the Three Trees
Creator God, out of chaos you brought order.
Out of nothingness you brought life.
In the middle of all life stands the tree.
Trees provide the air that nurtures all your creation.
Trees recycle life that has come before.
Bless the trees of this world, loving God.
Remind us to serve as their caregivers and protectors.
The gift of their breath is as special to us as the breath of the Holy Spirit.
Prayer of the Day
Let us pray. “For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper
you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.” Creator God,
thank you for all the blessings that we experience. Thank you for honoring the
humble. Thank you for being born and dying for us. Thank you for rising to live
forever.
May we be the people who are alive with your spirit forever. And with all we are, we
pray that our dreams of what we can be and what we can do will lead us to
you. Amen.

Word
(Please be seated)

New Creation Choir Musical – The Three Trees
(See Musical Insert)
(Please stand as you are able)

Reading
Jeremiah 29:11-14
For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to
harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. Then you will call on me and come and
pray to me, and I will listen to you. You will seek me and find me when you seek me with
all your heart. I will be found by you,” declares the Lord, “and will bring you back from
captivity. I will gather you from all the nations and places where I have banished you,”
declares the Lord, “and will bring you back to the place from which I carried you into
exile.”
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Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
Psalm

Psalm 1, Read responsively
Happy are those who reject the advice of evil people, who do not follow the example of
sinners or join those who have no use for God.
Instead, they find joy in obeying the Law of the LORD, and they study it day and
night.
They are like trees that grow beside a stream, that bear fruit at the right time, and whose
leaves do not dry up.
They succeed in everything they do.

(Please be seated)

Sermon

Pastor Christopher Manke

Baptism

page 227
(8:30) Samuel David Seagren
(11:00) Harrison Robert Paul Bullis

(Please stand as you are able)

The Apostles’ Creed

page 229

(Please be seated)

Congregation’s Welcome to the Baptized
C
Samuel (8:30), Harrison (11:00) we receive you as our own, and as God’s
own child. We promise to pray for you, care for you and speak God’s Word
to you. We promise to support your parents as they set about the holy task
of raising you up in Christ. Welcome to God’s Family!
(Please stand as you are able)

Sharing the Peace of Christ

page 218

Thanksgiving
(Please be seated)

Musical Offering

#342 There in God's Garden
(Prayer Cards will be collected during the Offering)
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(Please stand as you are able)

Thanksgiving for the Word
page 220
Prayers of Intercession
As we journey through this season of repentance and renewal, let us turn to God who
mercifully gives us new life.
…we pray to the Lord;
Lord, hear our prayer.
Merciful God, hear our cry when we call to you; renew and uphold us with your Spirit,
through Christ Jesus our Lord.
Amen.
Lord’s Prayer
page 221 (Contemporary Version)
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

Sending
(Please be seated)

Today’s Highlights
For more information on the church’s activities, please see your bulletin, St.
Matthew’s website, www.StMattsLutheran.org or ask in the church office.
(Please stand as you are able)

Benediction for the Lenten Season
The blessing of God’s eternal love, the courage to follow the way of the cross, and the
guidance of the Spirit in the desert places of our world, be among us. The Father,
Son and Holy Spirit, bless and preserve us both now and forever.
Amen.
Dismissal
Marked with the cross of Christ, go forth to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Postlude
Your presence has blessed our worship service. May you be strengthened by the strong word of God
expressed through music and worship today. The peace of the Lord be with you as you go.

