
St. Matthew’s Ev. Lutheran Church 
1615 N. Wauwatosa Ave., Wauwatosa, WI 53213 

May 14th, 2023 
8:30 & 11:00 am Services 

Sixth Sunday of Easter 
 

Introduction for the Day: Jesus does not abandon his followers. Through the Holy Spirit, Jesus 
comes to abide with his disciples of every generation. As Pentecost draws near, we are reminded 
that the risen Christ dwells in us as the Spirit of truth. We receive this Spirit in baptism and pray 
that in our gathering around the Lord’s table the Spirit will transform us to be the body of the risen 
Christ in the world. 

 

Gathering 
Prelude     Bergamasca – Girolamo Frescobaldi [1583-1643] 
 

Welcome and Announcements  Pastor Ann Williams 
 

Mother’s Day Celebration 
 

Temple Talk     Equipping the Saints Synod Mission Appeal 
     Andy Cherney  
 

Please stand as you are able. 
Confession and Forgiveness 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures 
forever. 

Amen. 
When we were baptized, we died and were buried with Christ. 
We were baptized so that we might have a new life, as Christ was raised to life by 

the glory of God the Father. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence for meditation and self-examination 
 

Gracious God, 
have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves 

into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your 
compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have done 
and things we have failed to do, so that we may receive and share the 
precious peace our Lord has promised. 
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It is written that the Messiah had to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, and 
that repentance and forgiveness of sins must be proclaimed in his name. I 
therefore declare unto you that your sins are forgiven. 

We have seen the Lord! Alleluia! 
 

Gathering Song    #361 The Day of Resurrection! 
 

Opening Litany for the 6th Sunday of Easter & Apostolic Greeting 
The Lord is risen! 
He is risen indeed! 
We celebrate the life Christ came to bring when he rose from the dead. 
Alleluia! Live within us, risen Lord. 
Today we celebrate the life Christ will continue to send us through his Spirit. 
Alleluia! Come, Holy Spirit. 
We celebrate the life that we live together with our God because of what Christ did for 

us. 
Alleluia! Come, God our creator. 
The Grace of our risen Savior, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. 
And also with you. 

 

Hymn of Praise    page 140; Festival Canticle: This is the Feast 
 

Prayer of the Day 
Almighty and ever-living God, you hold together all things in heaven and on earth. In 

your great mercy receive the prayers of all your children and give to all the world 
the Spirit of your truth and peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 

Word  
First Reading    Acts 17:22-31 

In Athens, Paul faces the challenge of proclaiming the gospel to Greeks who know 
nothing of either Jewish or Christian tradition. He proclaims that the “unknown god” 
whom they worship is the true Lord of heaven and earth who will judge the world with 
justice through Jesus, whom God has raised from the dead. 
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 Word of God, word of life. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 

Second Reading    1 Peter 3:13-22 
The author of 1 Peter encourages Christians to remain faithful even in the face of 
defamation and persecution. In baptism we are made clean to act in accordance with 
what is right. 

  

 Word of God, word of life. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stand as you are able. 
Gospel Acclamation             #512 Lord, Let My Heart be Good Soil 
 

Gospel     John 14:15-21 
In final words to his disciples on the night of his arrest, Jesus encourages obedience to 
his commandments and speaks of the Spirit, who will be with them forever. 
 

The Lord is risen! 
He is risen indeed! 
The holy gospel according to John, the 14th chapter. 
Glory to you, O risen Lord! 

 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O risen Christ. 

 

Sermon     Bishop Paul Erickson 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
Hymn of the Day   #548 Rise, O Church, Like Christ Arisen 
 

Profession of Faith   Nicene Creed 
Inside back cover of hymnal or page 104 

Prayers of Intercession 

United in the hope and joy of the resurrection, let us pray for the church, the world, and 
all in need. 

 

...Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
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Rejoicing in the victory of Christ’s resurrection, we lift our prayers and praise to you, 
almighty and eternal God; through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 

Amen. 
 

Sharing the Peace of Christ      
The peace of the risen Lord be with you always. 
And also with you. 

 

Please be seated. 
 

Meal 
Pledges to the “Equipping the Saints” appeal will be collected separately. 
 
Musical Offering 8:30   If Ye Love Me - Thomas Tallis – Senior Choir  

11:00  Aria – Ch. Callahan 
 

Please stand as you are able. 
 

Offertory Response   God, Gather Us from Many Strands 

 

Text: John A. Dalles. Copyright © 2000 Copyright GIA Publ. Inc. Chicago. Podcast/Streamed/Reprinted with 
permission under One License A-703603. All rights reserved. Tune: Prospect LM. Music: W. Walker, Southern 
Harmony, 1835 
 



 5 
Stitches of Love Quilt Ministry Blessing 

Lord, bind us together in one community of love, founded on the faith that your love and 
grace is everlasting.  We ask for your presence today as we present these blankets 
for your blessing. We wrap these pews with offerings of cloth and thread. 

Bless these quilts, O Lord, we pray. 
We wrap these pews with offerings of time, energy, love, and care. 
Bless these quilts, O Lord, we pray. 
We send these quilts to wrap the people of this world. 
Bless those wrapped, O Lord, we pray. 
We send these quilts as fabric signs of warmth and care. 
Bless those warmed, O Lord, we pray. 
We are a blessed and warmed people. We give thanks for the many blessings out of 

which we share. 
Continue to warm and bless us, O Lord, we pray. 
Into your Hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy, 

through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 

Words of Institution 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  

your kingdom come, your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins  

as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power,  

and the glory are yours, now and forever.  Amen. 
 
Table Prayer [8:30]    3 and 4 year-olds Sunday School Class 
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First Communion 

We celebrate with Julian Collins (8:30 Service); Elijah Lanza (11:00 Service) their First 
Communion today. 

 
 

Today this community of faith rejoices because Sunday is the day Christ arose from the 
dead. Once again Jesus calls us to join him for a meal. We celebrate with those 
who today join in sharing of the Lord’s Meal—Holy Communion.  

We welcome you to the Table for the Sacrament of Holy Communion. We thank 
God for your life. We pray that you will find joy and strength in this meal. 
Come among us, O God, as we gather to worship you. 

 
Invitation to Communion 

Come and know Christ, broken and poured out for you. 
We who are hungry, we who are thirsty, we come. 
 

Please be seated. 
 
 

Call to Communion   God Bless to Us Our Bread/ 
Bendice, Señor, Nuestro pan  

 

Text: Argentine Trad., collected by Federico Pagura, 1923-2016; tr. © 1997 John Bell, b. 1949. Music: Argentine 
melody, collected by Federico Pagura, arr. John Bell. Copyright © 2002 World Council of Churches. Eng. Text and arr. 
© 2002 WGRG, GIA Publ. Inc. Podcast/Streamed/Reprinted with permission under One License A-703603. All rights 
reserved.  
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Communion Hymn   For Everyone Born 
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Please stand as you are able. 
Communion Response 

May the body of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep you in his light and grace. 
Amen. 

 
Prayer after Communion 

You offer at this table your presence, O Christ. You offer your Spirit. You offer true 
grace. Encourage us by this meal that we may be for one another as you are for 
us. We bless you now and evermore. 

Amen. 
 

Sending 
Blessing 

The God of all, who raised ☩ Jesus from the dead, bless you by the power of the Holy 
Spirit to live in the new creation.  

Amen! 
 
Sending Song     #538 The Lord Now Sends Us Forth 

 
Dismissal 

Go in peace. Serve the Risen One. Alleluia, Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia! 

 
Postlude     Moto Perpetuo – Robert Jones 
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