
St. Matthew’s Ev. Lutheran Church 
1615 N. Wauwatosa Ave., Wauwatosa, WI 53213 

March 5th, 2023 
8:30 am & 11:00 am Services 

Second Sunday in Lent 
 

Introduction to the Day: During Lent we journey with all those around the world who 
will be baptized at the Easter Vigil. In today’s gospel Jesus tells Nicodemus that he must 
be born of water and Spirit. At the font we are a given a new birth as children of God. As 
God made a covenant with Abraham, in baptism God promises to raise us up with Christ 
to new life. From worship we are sent forth to proclaim God’s love for all the world. 

 

Gathering 
Prelude     What Wondrous Love Is This with Take My Life and Let  

It Be arr. Alex-Zsolt 
 

Welcome and Announcements  Pastor Karen Natterstad 
 

Please stand as you are able. 
Preparation for Worship 

Lord God, in this season of Lent we look forward to our remembrance of Jesus’ death 
and our celebration of his resurrection.  

We pray that your Spirit will renew in us today our anticipation for these events 
and our awareness that Jesus’ death and resurrection are a sure source of 
hope and life. In the power of Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

 
Call to Confession   Take, Oh, Take Me As I Am 

 
Text & Music: John Bell, b. 1949. Tune: Take Me As I Am, 77 74. Copyright © 1995 Iona Community, admin GIA 
Publ. Inc. Podcast/Streamed/Reprinted with permission under One License A-703603. 
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Confession and Forgiveness with the Kyrie 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who is present, who gives life, who calls into 
existence the things that do not exist. 

Gracious God, have mercy on us. In times of temptation, we forget what you have 
done for us. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

For self-centered living, and for wandering from your resurrection life: 
Holy God, have mercy on us. 
For misuse of human relationships, and for unwillingness to see the image of God in 

others: 
Holy God, have mercy on us. 

 
For jealousies that divide families and nations and that create strife and warfare: 
Holy God, have mercy on us. 
For reluctance in sharing the gifts of God, and for carelessness with the fruits of creation:  
Holy God, have mercy on us. 

 
Turn us back to you, O God.  
Give us new hearts and right spirits, that we may find what is pleasing to you and 

dwell in your house forever. 
Receive good news: God turns to you in love. “I will put my spirit in you, and you shall 

live,” says our God. All your sin is forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, who 
is the free and abounding gift of God’s grace for you. 

Amen. 
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Text: Traditional. Music: John R. Paradowski & Barbara Semmann. From Processional Kyrie. Copyright © 2003 
Choristers Guild. publisher. Podcast/Streamed/Reprinted with permission under One License A-703603. 
 
 

Litany for the 2nd Sunday in Lent 
For the promise of New Birth at our baptism 
We thank you God. 
With the water of our baptism  
We have been given a new heart and a new Spirit. 
Everyone who is born of water and of the Spirit 
Seeks the light that comes from Christ Jesus. 
Holy Spirit fill our lives with your presence and power today 
So that your love may flow from our hearts like streams of water in a dry and 

thirsty world. 
 

Gathering Song    #796 How Firm a Foundation 
 

Greeting  
The grace and mercy of God, who in Christ bears our burdens and saves us from sin, be 

with you all. 
And also with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day 
O God, our leader and guide, in the waters of baptism you bring us to new birth to live as 

your children. Strengthen our faith in your promises, that by your Spirit we may 
lift up your life to all the world through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

Amen. 
Please be seated. 
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Word  
Psalm     Psalm 121 

I lift up my eyes to the hills; my help comes from the LORD. (Ps. 121:1, 2) 
 

Let us read responsively from Psalm 121. 
 

I lift up my eyes to the hills; from where is my help to come?  
My help comes from the LORD, the maker of heaven and earth.  
The LORD will not let your foot be moved nor will the one who watches over you fall 

asleep. 
Behold, the keeper of Israel will neither slumber nor sleep; 
the LORD watches over you; the LORD is your shade at your right hand;  
the sun will not strike you by day, nor the moon by night.  
The LORD will preserve you from all evil and will keep your life.  
The LORD will watch over your going out and your coming in, from this time forth 

forevermore. 
 

 

Please stand as you are able. 
Gospel Acclamation   Return to God with All Your Heart 

 
Words and Music: Marty Haugen. Copyright © 1990 GIA Publ. Inc. Chicago. Podcast/Streamed/Reprinted with 
permission under One License A-703603. 
 
Gospel Reading    John 3:1-10 

A curious Pharisee visits Jesus by night to learn from the teacher his friends reject. Jesus 
speaks to him about life in the Spirit and the kingdom of God. 
 

The holy gospel according to John, the 3rd chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

 The Gospel of the Lord for you this day. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 



 5 
Please be seated. 
Sermon     Pastor Karen Natterstad 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
Hymn of the Day   This is the Spirit’s Entry Now 
 

(Prayer Cards will be collected during the Hymn of the Day) 

 
Text: Thomas E. Herbranson, b. 1933. Copyright © 2006 Thomas E. Herbranson & Augsburg Fortress. Music: Carl G. 
Gläser, 1784-1829. Tune: Azmon, CM. Podcast/Streamed/Reprinted with permission under One License A-703603. 
 
 

Profession of Faith   Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right 
hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  

 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  
Amen. 
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Usher Volunteers gather for Offering Collection at the Welcome Center. 
 

Prayers of Intercession 
Sustained by God’s abundant mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all of 
creation. 

 

Call to Prayer    God of Love, Hear Our Prayer 

 
Words and Music: John Helgen. Copyright © 2007 Augsburg Fortress. Podcast/Streamed/Reprinted with permission 
under One License A-703603.  
 

…Merciful God, 
Receive our prayer. 

 

We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your steadfast love and your promise to 
renew your whole creation; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 

Amen. 
 

Sharing the Peace of Christ 
May the peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you. 

 
Please be seated. 

Meal 
Offering  8:30  Eternal Life by Craig Courtney – Senior Choir 

11:00  There is a Fountain arr. Cindy Berry 
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Please stand as you are able. 
Offertory    When Grains of Wheat Fall 

 
Tune: Erhalt Uns, Herr LM. Music: J. Klug, Geistliche Lieder, 1543. Text: Arden Mead. Copyright: © 1999 Creative 
Communications. All rights reserved. Used with permission. 

 
Offertory Prayer 

Almighty God, you have called us into your kingdom. You have made us citizens in your 
holy nation. And even more you have adopted us as your children. Receive our 
offerings signs and symbols of our love. This we pray through Jesus Christ our 
Lord.  Amen.  

 

Great Thanksgiving 
The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

It is indeed right and good to give you thanks and praise, almighty God and everlasting 
Father, through Jesus Christ your Son. For in these forty days you lead us into the 
desert of repentance that through a pilgrimage of prayer and discipline we may 
grow in grace and learn to be your people once again. 

Through fasting, prayer and acts of service you bring us back to your generous heart. 
Through study of your holy word you open our eyes to your presence in the  
world and free our hands to welcome others into the radiant splendor of your 
love.  
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As we prepare to celebrate the Easter feast with joyful hearts and minds we bless you for 
your mercy and join with saints and angels forever praising your name and join 
their unending hymn: 

Holy, Holy, Holy 

Text: Traditional liturgical text. Music: Marty Haugen, Mass of Creation, Copyright: © 1984 GIA Publ. Inc. 
Podcast/Streamed/Reprinted with permission under One License A-703603. 
 

Eucharistic Prayer 
 

Lord’s Prayer     
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  

your kingdom come, your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins  

as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power,  

and the glory are yours, now and forever.  Amen. 
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(11:00 Service) 

First Communion 
We celebrate with Quinn Steinberg and Evelyn and Simone Georgeson their First 

Communion today. 
Today this community of faith rejoices because Sunday is the day Christ arose from the 

dead. Once again Jesus calls us to join him for a meal. We celebrate with those 
who today, join in sharing of the Lord’s Meal—Holy Communion.  

We welcome you to the Table for the Sacrament of Holy Communion. We thank 
God for your lives. We pray that you will find joy and strength in this meal. 
Come among us, O God, as we gather to worship you. 

 

Invitation to Communion 
Return to God with all your heart. Receive bread for the journey, drink for the desert. 
We join in the feast. 

 

Please be seated. 
Call to Communion   #481 Come to the Table 
 

Communion Anthem   8:30  United at the Table [ELW #498] – Senior Choir 
 

Communion Hymn   As the Deer Runs to the River 

 
Text: Herman G. Stuempfle Jr. b. 1923. Copyright © 2002 GIA Publ. Inc. Music: David Hurd, b. 1950. Tune: Julion 87 
87 87. Copyright © 1983 GIA Publ. Inc. Podcast/Streamed/Reprinted with permission under One License A-703603. 
All rights reserved. 
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Please stand as you are able. 
Communion Response 

May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his love 
and grace. 

Amen. 
 

Prayer after Communion 
Even as Abram was called to faith, O Christ, so, in this meal, our faith is nourished and 

strengthened. Now, as Abram put faith into action, following the Father’s 
bidding, teach us to follow where you lead. You are the Lord forevermore. 

Amen. 

 
Sending 
Blessing for the Lenten Season 

The blessing of God’s eternal love, the courage to follow the way of the cross, and the 
guidance of the Spirit in the desert places of our world, be among us. The Father, 
Son and Holy Spirit, bless and preserve us both now and forever. 

Amen. 
 
Sending Song    #324 In the Cross of Christ I Glory 
 
Dismissal 

Marked with the cross of Christ, go forth to love and serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
Postlude    Toccata on Rathbun by David Cherwien 
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