
St. Matthew’s Ev. Lutheran Church 
1615 N. Wauwatosa Ave., Wauwatosa, WI 53213 

December 24th, 2022 
4:00 p.m. Service 

Christmas Eve Family Service 
 

Introduction to this Blessed Night: In winter’s deepest night, we welcome the light of the Christ 
child. Isaiah declares that the light of the long-promised king will illumine the world and bring 
endless peace and justice. Paul reminds us that the grace of God through Jesus Christ brings 
salvation to all people. The angels declare that Jesus’ birth is good and joyful news for everyone, 
including lowly shepherds. Filled with the light that shines in our lives, we go forth to share the 
light of Christ with the whole world. 

 

ò O Come All Ye Faithful ò 
 

Prelude    The First Noël - 17th Century English Carol 
 

Christmas Greeting   Pastor Karen Natterstad 
 

Gathering 
Please stand as you are able 
Opening Litany 

In the hustle of Bethlehem, you quietly come to a stable where animals reside, O God. 
We welcome you into the world, Baby Jesus.  
The gift we celebrate today is the Light of the World, born in humble Bethlehem. 
Let us spread the light of God’s love in Bethlehem to the people gathered here. 
And his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
 

Opening Carol    #283 Oh, Come, All Ye Faithful 
 

Greeting 
Good news of great love, joy, and hope be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 

Prayer of the Day 
Let us pray. Dear God, we thank you this night for the gift of your Son, who comes to 

save the world from sin.  Help us to love as Jesus loves and spread the good news 
to all the world.  This we pray through your Son, Jesus Christ our newborn King. 

Amen. 
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Please be seated 
Praise Kids! Anthems  Jesus, the Light of the World by Joanne LeDoux 

Star, shine, star, shine, Jesus is born, Jesus is born. 
Star, shine, star, shine, Jesus, the light of the world. 
Born in a manger bed one starry night. One great star would 
show the world that Jesus is the light. 
Star, shine, star, shine, Jesus is born, Jesus is born. 
Star, shine, star, shine, Jesus, the light of the world. 

 

   Do You See the Christmas Star? by Ruth Elaine Schram LeDoux 
Shepherds, do you see the star, see the star? Shepherds, do  

you see the star, see the star? Shining more than all the  
rest, it’s the brightest and the best! Shepherds, do you see  
the star? Do you see the Christmas star? 

Angels, do you see the star, see the star? Angels, do you see the  
star, see the star? Sparkling like your glowing wings,  
leading to the King of kings! Angels, do you see the star?  
Do you see the Christmas star? 

Wise men, do you see the star, see the star? Wise men, do you see  
the star, see the star? Follow it to Bethlehem. Find the  
Child and worship Him! Wise men, do you see the star? Do  
you see the Christmas star? 
 

 

ò In the Beginning Was the Word ò 
 
 

Children’s Message   “Stars” 
     Pastors Karen Natterstad & Ann Williams 
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Word 
Carol     O Little Town of Bethlehem 

 
Text: Phillips Brooks, 1835-1893. Music: Lewis H. Redner, 1831-1908. Tune: St. Louis 86 86 76 86. 
 
 
 

Carol     Away in a Manger 

 
Text: North American, 19th Cent. Music: William J. Kirkpatrick, 1838-1921. Tune: Cradle Song 11 11 11 11. 
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Carol     Angels We Have Heard on High 

 
Text: French carol; tr. H.F. Hemy, The Crown of Jesus Music, 1864. Music: French carol; arr. Edward S. Barnes, 1887-
1958. Tune: Gloria 77 77 and Refrain. Lewis H. Redner, 1831-1908. Tune: St. Louis 86 86 76 86. 
 
 

Carol     We Three Kings 

 
Text: John Henry Hopkins, Jr., 1857. Based on Matthew 2:1-11. Tune: Kings of Orient 88 86 with Refrain. John Henry 
Hopkins, Jr. 1857.  
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Please stand as you are able. 
Sharing of Christmas Peace 

At the birth of Christ the angels sang of peace and goodwill. May the peace of the Lord 
be with you always. 

And also with you. 
 
 

ò And the Word was Made Flesh ò 
  
Thanksgiving 
Please be seated. 
Musical Offering    Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring by J.S. Bach  

– Jeff Reeves & John Paradowski - Piano Duet 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
Offertory Carol    What Child is This 

 
Text: William C. Dix, 1837-1898. Music: English Ballad, 16th Century. Tune: Greensleeves, 87 87 68 67. 
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Christmas Offertory Prayer 

Almighty God, we are thankful of the gift that you gave us in a manger in Bethlehem.  
Humbly we offer our gifts of service in joyful thanksgiving for the love you have 
given us. 

We bring for ourselves and for others, the concerns of our hearts. Hear our prayers 
and accept these gifts for the sake of your Son who was born this day, Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
 
Prayers of Intercession 

Let us join our voices with the angels and all the heavenly host to pray for the 
church, the world, and all in need. 
 

…Lord in your mercy. Hear our prayer. 
 

Grateful for your birth, we give all of our prayers to You, O God. We trust that 
you will always guide and protect your people. In Jesus’ name we pray. 
Amen. 

 
 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  

your kingdom come, your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power,  

and the glory are yours, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

 

ò And Dwelt Among Us ò 
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A worship leader will come down to share the light of Christ. Please share the light carefully 
with your neighbors. Place the unlit candle into the wick of the lit candle. To prevent 
dripping, keep lit candles vertical. After Silent Night gently blow out the candle and hold 
until wax hardens. Please place used candle in the bins at the church entrance when you 
exit. 

 
 

Carol     Silent Night, Holy Night 

 
Tune: Stille Nacht, Irr. Music: Franz Gruber, 1787-1863. Text: Joseph Mohr, 1792-1849; tr. John F. Young, 1820-1885 
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Sending 
Benediction 

And now, little children, abide in him. 
See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God! 
May you be filled with the wonder of Mary, the faithfulness of Joseph, the joy of the 

angels, the eagerness of the shepherds, the determination of the magi, and the 
peace of the Christ child. May the almighty God the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Spirit bless you now and forever. 

 Amen!  
 
       
Closing Hymn     #270 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 
 
Dismissal 
 As heralds of God’s peace, go forth in joy to love and serve the Lord. 
 Thanks be to the newborn King! 
 
 

Postlude    Carol Rhapsody  by Rick Seaton  
 
 
    

ò And of His Reign There Will Be No End ò 




