
St. Matthew’s Ev. Lutheran Church 
1615 N. Wauwatosa Ave., Wauwatosa, WI 53213 

March 3rd, 2024 
8:30 & 11:00 am Services 

Third Sunday in Lent 
Introduction to the Day: The third covenant in this year’s Lenten readings is the central 
one of Israel’s history: the gift of the law to those God freed from slavery. The 
commandments begin with the statement that because God alone has freed us from the 
powers that oppressed us, we are to let nothing else claim first place in our lives. When 
Jesus throws the merchants out of the temple, he is defending the worship of God alone 
and rejecting the ways commerce and profit-making can become our gods. The Ten 
Commandments are essential to our baptismal call: centered first in God’s liberating love, 
we strive to live out justice and mercy in our communities and the world. 

 

Gathering 
Prelude    Prelude in A-flat – César Cui [1835-1918] 
   
Welcome & Announcements Pastor Ann Williams 
 
 

Please stand as you are able. 
Call to Worship 

Lord God, you have called us. You loved us before we could love you. You have given 
your Son for our salvation. For this we join all creation in blessing you, praising 
you, thanking you.  

As we offer our praise, we long for you to mold us in the image of your Son, whose 
death and resurrection give us hope. 

 
 

Confession and Forgiveness 
Search me, O God, and know my heart; 
try me and know my thoughts. 
See if there is any wicked way in me, 
and lead me in the way everlasting. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
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Text: Trad. Kyrie & Synesius of Cyrene. Music: Paraguay Tune. Setting by Hal Hopson & John Paradowski. Copyright: © 
2000 Hope Publishing. Podcast/Streamed/Reprinted with permission under One License A-703603. 
 

Gracious God, 
In times of temptation, we forget what you have done for us. You give us 

everything we need, yet we often remain unsatisfied. You show us the way 
we are to follow, yet we often continue the path of self-indulgence and self-
centeredness. Forgive us, we pray. We ask for your direction, your 
patience, your love, in the name of Jesus Christ, who, despite his 
temptations, was faithful to your saving Word. 

By water and the Holy Spirit, God gives us a new birth, and through the death and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ, God forgives us all our sins. Almighty God 
strengthen us in all goodness and keep us in eternal life. 

Amen. 
 
Gathering Song    #327 Through the Night of Doubt and Sorrow 
 
Greeting  

We gather as we live in the name of the God, our Creator; the Son, our Redeemer; and 
the Holy Spirit, our Comforter. 

Amen. 
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Prayer of the Day 
Holy God, through your Son you have called us to live faithfully and act courageously. 

Keep us steadfast in your covenant of grace and teach us the wisdom that 
comes only through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
Please be seated. 
 

Word 
First Reading    Genesis 20:1-17 

After escaping from slavery, the Israelites come to Mount Sinai, where God teaches them 
how to live in community. The Ten Commandments proclaim that God alone is worthy of 
worship. Flowing from God, the life of the community flourishes when based on honesty, 
trust, fidelity, and respect for life, family, and property. 

 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm Reading   Psalm 19 
The commandment of the LORD gives light to the eyes. (Ps. 19:8) 

 

Let us read responsively from Psalm 19. 
 

The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky proclaims its maker’s handiwork.  
One day tells its tale to another, and one night imparts knowledge to another. 
Although they have no words or language, and their voices are not heard,  
their sound has gone out into all lands, and their message to the ends of the world, 

where God has pitched a tent for the sun. 
 

It comes forth like a bridegroom out of his chamber; it rejoices like a champion to run its 
course.  

It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens and runs about to the end of it 
again; nothing is hidden from its burning heat.  

The teaching of the Lord is perfect and revives the soul; the testimony of the Lord is sure 
and gives wisdom to the simple.  

The statutes of the Lord are just and rejoice the heart; the commandment of the 
Lord is clear and gives light to the eyes. 

 

The fear of the Lord is clean and endures forever; the judgments of the Lord are true and 
righteous altogether. 

More to be desired are they than gold, more than much fine gold, sweeter far than 
honey, than honey in the comb. 
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By them also is your servant enlightened, and in keeping them there is great reward.  
Who can detect one’s own offenses? Cleanse me from my secret faults.  
 
Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; let them not get dominion over me; 

then shall I be whole and sound, and innocent of a great offense.  
Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in your 

sight, O Lord, my strength and my redeemer. 
 

Second Reading   1 Corinthians 1:18-25 
The word of the cross is pure foolishness and nonsense to the world because it claims 
that God is mostly revealed in weakness, humiliation, and death. But through such divine 
foolishness and weakness, God is working to save us. The center of Paul’s preaching is 
Christ crucified. 

 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

Please stand as you are able. 
Gospel Acclamation   p 189, Let Your Steadfast Love Come to Us 
 
 

Gospel     John 2:13-22 
Jesus attacks the commercialization of religion by driving merchants out of the temple. 
When challenged, he responds mysteriously, with the first prediction of his own death 
and resurrection. In the midst of a seemingly stable religious center, Jesus suggests that 
the center itself has changed. 
 
The holy gospel according to John, the 2nd chapter. 
Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Please be seated. 
 

Sermon    Pastor Kevin Kretzmann Farrar 
 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
Hymn of the Day   #803 When I Survey the Wondrous Cross 
 (Prayer Cards, which can be found in the pew racks, will be collected during the Hymn of the Day) 
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Profession of Faith   The Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 
descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right 
hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 

 
Usher Volunteers gather for Offering Collection at the Welcome Center. 
Prayers of Intercession 

Trusting in God’s promise to reconcile all things, let us pray for the church, the well-being 
of creation, and a world in need. 

 
 

Call to Prayer   God of Love, Hear Our Prayer 

 
Words and Music: John Helgen. Copyright © 2007 Augsburg Fortress. Podcast/Streamed/Reprinted with 
permission under One License A-703603.  

 
…Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

Accompany us on our journey, God of grace, and receive the prayers of our hearts, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

Amen. 
 

Sharing the Peace of Christ 
The peace of the Lord be with you all. 
And also with you. 

 

Please be seated. 
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Meal 
Offering    Antiphon by Ernest Chausson [1855-1899] 
     
 
Please stand as you are able. 
Offertory Response   When Grains of Wheat Fall 

 
Tune: Erhalt Uns, Herr LM. Music: J. Klug, Geistliche Lieder, 1543. Text: Arden Mead. Copyright: © 1999 
Creative Communications. All rights reserved. Used with permission. 
 
Offertory Prayer 

We pay you homage, O King. Accept our gifts, not as sacrifice or moneylenders' coin but 
as tokens of our love. Through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen.  
 
Words of Institution 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  

your kingdom come, your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power,  

and the glory are yours, now and forever.  Amen. 
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Invitation to Communion 

Come and receive Jesus, our strength in the wilderness. 
We prepare our hearts to receive this meal. 

 
Please be seated. 
 

Call to Communion   #336 Lamb of God/Your Only Son 
 
Communion Hymn   #335 Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
Communion Response 

May the body of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep you in his love and grace. 
Amen. 

 
 

Prayer After Communion 
Lord Jesus Christ, you do not desire sacrifice. You, yourself, have filled that role. Help us 

to offer what you do desire, love for God and neighbor. These are the gifts fit for 
our King.  

Lead us, O Christ. We shoulder our crosses. We follow. You are the Lord 
forevermore. Amen. 

 
Sending 
Blessing 

The blessing of God’s eternal love, the courage to follow the way of the cross, and the 
guidance of the Spirit in the desert places of our world, be among us. The Father, 
Son and Holy Spirit, bless and preserve us both now and forever. 

Amen. 
 
Sending Song   #325 I Want Jesus to Walk with Me 
 
Dismissal 

Marked with the cross of Christ, go forth to love and serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude    Alla Marcia – Henry Coleman [1888-1965]  
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