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New at St. Matthew’s in 2009
Your Church Council Leaders...

St. Matthew’s 2009 Church Council: (Back row L-R) Laura Mueller, Kelly Kirtley, Al Van Lith (vice presi-
dent), Michael Wolaver, Kristen Charlson, Julie Schmidt, Marcia Redman. (Seated L-R) Karie Clement
(president), Doris Mueller, Cathy Laszewski, Amy Schmidt.

...and a New VOICE of St. Matthew’s!
We are excited to share with you this new format for our newsletter. We look forward to bringing you more photos as

well as the inspiring articles, news and upcoming events you have always enjoyed.
We have contracted with St. George Publishing to print our newsletter, with some pages in color, in exchange for the

advertising at the back of each issue.  Thank you to our advertisers!  Your ad is underwriting the cost of printing our
newsletter.
This newsletter reflects the many ministries at St. Matthew’s which we are blessed to carry out in the name of Jesus.

“God’s Work; Our Hands.”

 



PastorÕs Voice Ð 
“Make the Choice for Love”
On Ash Wednesday we read the traditional Ash

Wednesday text from Joel.  In part it reads, “Yet
even now, says the Lord, return to me with all your
heart, with fasting, with weeping, and with
mourning;  rend your hearts and not your clothing.
Return to the Lord, your God, for he is gracious
and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in
steadfast love, and relents from punishing.”  Joel
2:12-13
Many, many times I have heard this text and I

am reassured by the message of God’s gracious
mercy and promise of steadfast love.  And while
we know that God’s grace is freely given to us, it’s
clear that to fully live something is also required of
us.  “Rend your hearts, and not your clothing.” It’s
this phrase that stands out to me.  What does it
mean to “rend our hearts” as we walk on this
Lenten journey, so we can return to the Lord with
all our hearts?
In Biblical times tearing of clothing was an

expression of deep emotion – grief, terror or horror
around some misfortune – clearly acts of the heart
in our way of thinking. In contrast, also in biblical
times, the heart was considered the seat of will and
intellect.  In telling the people to rend their hearts,

Joel is telling the people of Israel to return to God
in a deliberate acts of will, to repent or “turn
around,” to live in a different way, using their own
will and energy to do so.
Behavior changes are difficult and yet we all

have places in our lives that separate us from the
love of God, places where we need to begin again.
Finding those places can be straightforward.  We
have guides like the 10 commandments and Jesus’
words that we find life in caring for others.  And
we all have a built in moral compass.  
But there is more.  More and more I turn to the

words of Paul in his first letter to the Corinthians.
In Chapter 13, Paul is clear, “faith hope and love
abide, these three, but the greatest of these is love.”
God is love.
As we walk in these last weeks of Lent, might

rending our hearts mean making conscious choices
for love; making decisions that turn us to God in
love through doing intentional things to care for
others and, just as importantly, caring for ourselves
in love so that each of us can be set free to more
freely share in God’s love and share that love with
others.

Pastor Margaret Schoewe

St. Matthew's Mission Statement
Called to fulfill the Great Commission, 

St. MatthewÕs Welcomes all to faith in Jesus Christ, 
Nurtures our faith journey, Equips us to serve others, 

and Sends us into the world
to make a difference in JesusÕ name.
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