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Back by Popular Demand!
Fish Sticks High Energy

Comedy Night
at St. Matthew’s

Saturday, February 21
Proceeds toward Youth Mission Trip
Good News for your

funny bone! Fish Sticks is
returning to St. Matthew’s.
They were last here in 2007,
and it was a fantastic family
night. You will want to be
here for it... it’s a lot of fun!
Here are the details:

Date Saturday
evening, February 21

Time: Dinner at 5:30
Show at 7:00

Cost Tickets are $5.00 each or a family
price of $20.00 for a family
maximum. The meal is included
in the ticket, with a free-will
offering. Dessert bar at
Intermission

Place: St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church
Invite friends and family members to enjoy an

evening with “Fish Sticks,” a Christian Comedy
Act. It is helpful in food preparation to purchase
tickets in advance or to call in reservations.
People who attended the 2007 show said:
“It was one of the funniest times I ever spent at
church!”
“I laughed so hard I cried!”
“If they ever come back, I want to see them
again!”
Proceeds from the evening will benefit this

summer’s youth mission trip to Colorado. Child
care will be provided, although the show is family-
friendly. Check out the comedy website at
www.fishstickscomedy.com. Tickets are now on sale
on Sunday mornings; or call the church office to
reserve yours.

Ash Wednesday begins Feb. 25;
Worship Services 10:30 and 7:15
Begin your Lenten Journey with Ash Wednesday worship

on February 25 with services at 10:30 and 7:15. At the close of
each of these services, we will begin our Lenten Theme, Cross
Pieces, with distribution of the cross for each household. At
each of the following mid-week services we will distribute an
additional piece for the”Cross Pieces” display in your home, a
reminder of our journey and our Lord’s Journey.
At each of the Ash Wednesday services, you are invited to

our Lord’s Table for Communion as well as being invited to
receive the ashes as a sign of our mortality and our Lord’s
victory. Special music will be provided at the services.
During each service there will be the healing liturgy for

those desiring God’s healing touch. Begin Lent with both the
body and blood of our Lord, the touch of ashes in the sign of
the cross, as well as God’s healing touch for wellness. Keep a
good Lent beginning on February 25.

SIGN UP NOW 
FOR Women’s Retreat
Theme is:Stronger Shoulders in Troubling Times
In these days of uncertainty and economic distress, the

impact on families can be severe. The upcoming St.
Matthew’s women’s retreat will offer time and space for
women to reflect on their personal prayer lives and on how
women give and receive support to themselves and to others.
We will explore how we can learn to pray without words,

how to share our own burdens and ways to lift up others by
strengthening our own shoulders first.
The retreat begins on Friday evening, March 6th and

continues until 4:30 p.m. on Saturday, March 7th. Check out
our website for a registration form: www.stmattslutheran.org.

Although
registration deadline
is past, there are still
spaces available.
Please call the church
office for further
information.
Please join us!
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“Give Up . . . Let Go”
Yes, Lent is upon us.  It is a time to grow in Spiritual

Maturity.  Now that sounds like a big order, and indeed it
is.  We should always be striving for “Spiritual Maturity,”
that the faith of ten years ago may not satisfy where life
finds us now.  Has your faith matured with your years?
“Spiritual Maturity” depends on how well you have
accepted the necessity for
“Discipline” in your life.  Those
disciplines include regular prayer,
Bible study, worship, giving, and
fellowship.  Lent is a time to
practice those disciplines.  Let this
season “tempt” you into a deeper
feeling of belonging to Christ.
Joyce Borger in an article on “Give
It Up,” explains, “Instead of
asking what you can give up for Lent, consider what
stands in the way of a closer walk with God.”
On Ash Wednesday we begin our Lenten Journey.  As a

theme we are using one that we used 20 years ago, but
with a new challenge and understanding.  It is called
“Cross Pieces,” but we are adding to it, “The Questions
Jesus Asked.”  In reviewing the Gospels, I have identified
eight questions Jesus asked.  (I was not aware of all the
questions asked by Jesus, many more than eight.)  On Ash
Wednesday each household will receive a twelve-inch
cross and on the following weeks you will receive another
piece to complete a “cross piece display,” in your home.
Each piece will be centered on a questions asked by Jesus,

and for us to answer.  It is to challenge us to go and to
grow deeper in our “Spiritual Maturity.”  Come Grow
With Us! This theme will be especially fitting for families
as we focus on our family time as well as education time
around each week’s particular “Cross Piece.”
In that same article, “Give It Up,” Joyce Borger writes,

“During Lent, think about what practices will help bring
about Christ’s kingdom here on earth.  Are there people
with whom you need to be reconciled?  Is there a way to
promote justice in your community?  Are there
opportunities to serve the poor, the lost, and the hungry
. . . Challenge people to give more of themselves to
Christ by finding one or two ways in which their life
can more fully emulate Christ.”
Keep a “good Lent.”  Be present each week, be

challenged by Christ’s command, “Follow me!”  Find
yourself answering the questions asked by Christ.  Go
deeper in your “Spiritual Maturity.”  Give up!  Let go!
Let Christ untangle the disorder that your order has

made of things.  Let the cross be central to your journey.
Pastor Gary

P.S.  You will receive a Lenten packet in the mail.  Read
about our congregational Lenten journey together . . . join
us on the journey in “Spiritual Maturity.”

New Member classes 
continue though March 1st
Classes remaining include:

Sunday, February 22 - What Does it Mean to Be
Lutheran - This open  dialogue will center on being a
Lutheran in the ELCA.  Come with questions!  Pr.
Margaret
Sunday, March 1 - Who We Are at St. Matthew's
How did St. Matthew's become the church that it is
today?  What is the vision of the church and how can you
be a part of that?  In this final class, learn more about the
church, where we have been and how we hope to
continue to grow in the future. Pastor Gary Erickson
Sunday, March 8 - New Member Sunday  St. Matthew's
will celebrate as our new members will be welcomed into
our faith community at the 8:30 A.M. service.  After the
service, we invite all to be part of a reception in the
commons!
Speak to one of the pastors as to any questions.

St. Matthew's Mission Statement
Called to fulfill the Great Commission, 

St. Matthew’s Welcomes all to faith in Jesus Christ, 
Nurtures our faith journey, Equips us to serve others, 

and Sends us into the world
to make a difference in Jesus’ name.
The Voice of St. Matthew’s

The newsletter of St. Matthew’s Ev. Lutheran Church
Gary Erickson, Christopher Manke, & Margaret Schoewe, Pastors

1615 Wauwatosa Avenue, Wauwatosa, WI  53213
414-774-0441  fax 414-774-0989

E-mail: stmattswi@sbcglobal.net
Visit our website: www.StMattsLutheran.org
Sunday worship at 7:30, 8:30 and 11:00 a.m. 

Education Hour 9:45-10:45 a.m.
USPS 662-800 -- Published every three weeks by St.
Matthew's Evangelical Lutheran Church, 1615 Wauwatosa
Ave., Wauwatosa, WI  53213  (phone 774-0441)  Periodicals
postage paid at Milwaukee, WI.  POSTMASTER: Send
address changes to: The Voice of St. Matthew’s, St.
Matthew's Ev. Lutheran Church, 1615 Wauwatosa Avenue,
Wauwatosa, WI  53213
Submit articles to the church office in care of Sonja Mohr,
Newsletter Editor, or sonjamohr@wi.rr.com
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Let Christ untangle
the disorder that
your order has
made of things.

Podcasts now available: Listen to Sermons, complete
Worship Services and Adult Education forums online!
Look for the PODCASTS link on the St. Matthew’s
website. Go to www.StMattsLutheran.org and look for
the link to the podcasts.
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Upcoming Events and News at St. Matthew’s

Lent begins
this week

Ash Wednesday,
Feb. 25

Learn about all that is happening
at St. Matthew’s on Ash
Wednesday and during Lent by
reading the Purple Insert in this
issue of the VOICE.  The theme is
“Cross Pieces: The Questions
Jesus Asked.” We look forward to creating an
opportunity to “keep a good Lent.”

2009 Debt Reduction Fund
Results as of 2/1/2009 are:

Loan Balance $232,912
Debt Red. Pledges for the year 2009 154,000
Cash in Debt Red. Fund Reserve

1/1/2009 16,475
Contributions, in year 2009 to date 14,598
Mortgage Payments (principal &

interest) year to date (19,518)
Balance-Debt Reduction Fund Reserve to date               11,555
Hunger Basket, year to date: $1,470  
2009 Benevolence through Jan. 31                         21,000

The next issue of The VOICE
will be NEW and improved

We are close to introducing the “new” Voice of St.
Matthew’s.  Beginning with the March 15 issue (the
next issue), the Voice will be printed partly in color.
We have contracted with St. George Publishing of
Waukesha to print our newsletter at no charge to us.
In exchange for this service, we will be including one
page of advertisements at the end of each newsletter.
This change will save the church a good amount of
money each year.
We are excited about the improvement in this

important tool by the addition of color and more
photos in each issue. This improvement will create an
attractive product to represent our active ministries at
St. Matthew’s. 
In addition, the mailing of the newsletter will now

be handled by a mailing house in order to streamline
the process.

Do you have a business 
or service to advertise?
The “extreme makeover” of the VOICE newsletter

offers members with small businesses, or members
looking to advertise their services, an opportunity to
include their ad in the newsletter in each issue, 16
issues per year.  These ads are placed for a year at a
time  for a set fee.  The ad can be changed/updated
up to four times a year.  The newsletter reaches
almost 800 homes through the mail. It is not too late
to add your business or service.  If you wish to take
this opportunity to support your  improved church
newsletter at the same time getting great publicity,
please contact the church office, and we will put you
in touch with a representative of St. George
Publishing.

“Women Together in Prayer” Secret
Prayer Partners to be reveal, Apr. 4
Be sure to save this date and mark your calendar:

SATURDAY, APRIL 4, from 8:30 to 10:30am. Join us for
breakfast, fellowship and creativity and discover who has been
praying for you during this year!  We’ll be sending out
additional information in a letter in March. For questions, be
sure to call Rosie Haas (414-259-1747) or Rita Reinke (1-414-258-
8006)

Family Camp dates set for this summer
Family Camp Returns, Friday-Sunday, August 14-16, 2009 -

Sign up now to reserve your family’s spot for FAMILY CAMP.
We have once again reserved the entire facility of Imago Dei
Lutheran Camp for the weekend of August 14-16, 2009. Look for
a bright orange brochure and sign up with your deposit now.
(Weekend is led by Pastor Chris and Donna Gardner Manke.)

Spread the word: VBS dates Aug. 3-7
Vacation Bible School - Monday-Friday, August 3-7, 2009,

8:45-11:45 a.m. - Please put these dates on your calendar as we
begin to prepare for summer’s Vacation Bible School week. It
promises to be another great week of fun and learning! Any
adults and older youth who wish to help out with this project
are encouraged to speak with Donna Gardner Manke, our
Children’s Ministry Coordinator.

You’re invited to St. Matt’s Book Club
Here is the  booklist remaining for the St. Matthew’s First

Fridays Book Discussion Group. We meet at 7 p.m. on the dates
listed below, and everyone’s welcome.
Mar 6, 2009 Mrs. Keckly Sends Her Regards: The Last 

Days of Lincoln by Tim Jorgenson 
(236 pages)

Apr 3, 2009 The Faith Club by Ranya Idliby, Suzanne 
Oliver, and Priscilla Warner (308 pages)

May 8, 2009** Water for Elephants by Sara Gruen 
(335 pages)
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Sunday mornings forums and other groups

During the Education Hour, 9:45-10:45
Pastor Gary presents session
on Abraham Lincoln
during Adult Forum time
February 22
Will the Real Lincoln
Please Stand Up
There is the Lincoln of folklore, the Lincoln of
myth and fact. Who was Abraham Lincoln?
In this 200th anniversary of Lincoln’s birth,
Pastor Gary will answer questions and share
from his lifelong study. Pastor Gary’s lifelong
interest in Abraham Lincoln has included
research, “road trips” and an ever-growing
passion for the man so many have admired.
Join Pastor Gary in this exciting discussion.
March 1, March 8, March 15
Christian Questions and Answers
Gather with others to explore Christian questions that are often thought
about, but not so often discussed. In this safe and comfortable setting,
we will grapple with issues brought forth in the books, “Why Christian”
by Douglas John Hall and “Lutheran Questions, Lutheran Answers” by
Martin Marty. This series is intended to give all of us a chance to
express our doubts, our concerns and our hope that lies in something
much bigger, something we often cannot fully understand. Each week
of this three-week series will be started with a brief presentation
followed by open-ended questions to discuss in the small group setting.
You do not need to be part of a small group to join in on these forums;
we are simply using the small group model to encourage dialogue,
promote sharing and expose everyone to the role that small groups play
in forming friendships and growing faith. Everyone is welcome to join
in on these relevant and thought-provoking conversations to be held in
Fellowship Hall from 9:45-10:45 on March 1, March 8 and March 15th!
March 22
USGBC (United States Green Building Council) and
Leed (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design)
Buildings - Learn about the challenges
of making new buildings “Green”
Buildings are integral to who we are and how we live. They way we
shelter ourselves, work, worship, shop, travel, learn, maintain our health
etc...are all tied to buildings. How do you take sustainable design
concepts into the commercial building world? Please join us for an
overview introduction to the USBGC and LEED Green Building Rating
System. This presentation is being offered by Paul Schmidt, architect
with Plunkett Raysich Architects and a LEED Accredited Professional.
Paul will present information offered by the USGBC and relate his own
experience as an LEED project administrator.

You’re invited to a screening
of “The Making of 
the St. John’s Bible”
This DVD will be shown after the

morning bible study at 11:00am. on Feb. 18
and before the evening Bible study at 6:15
on the same day. You may want to bring a
sandwich to eat while watching. As usual
coffee will be available.  All are welcome.

Friday Morning Women’s
Bible Study to begin
February 20th
Join us on Friday mornings from 9:00-

10:30 a.m. beginning February 20th, to
study The Mind of Christ by T.W. Hunt
and Claude V. King. This 12-week study is
about learning to think the thoughts of
Christ - to have the mind of Christ. It is
based on the challenge in Philippians 2:5-
11 which begins: “Let this mind be in you,
which was also in Christ Jesus” (Phil. 2:5).
God has revealed and explained himself
by Jesus Christ. This study is a practical
response to this scripture, lending itself to
application on a daily basis. Join us in
February with a desire to grow in faith
and friendship on Friday mornings.
Comprehensive texts are available in the
church office for $20.00. Please contact Sue
Swing at 414-774-0441 (church office) to
confirm your participation.

“Seeking Work Support
Group” Begins
Monday, Feb. 16
We are forming a “Seeking Work

Support Group” to begin meeting on
Monday, February 16. Pastor Gary will
meet with this group and we will assess
the needs of the participants and how we
can best help. We have resources available
in the congregation as well as ideas shared
among the participants. The purpose is to
lend support as well as to be a sharing and
informational group. Let us see how the
Spirit will lead us in these difficult times.
Please let Pastor Gary know about your
interest.

Our 16th President
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We Appreciate Our Teachers - March is
Teacher Appreciation Month
Our Sunday School Ministry at St. Matthew’s serves over

300 children from 3 years old to 8th grade, and it wouldn’t
be possible without the
dedicated service of our
volunteer staff of Sunday
School teachers, helpers,
and shepherds.  We truly
appreciate their service all
year, but we have set aside
the month of March as
Teacher Appreciation
Month so that the
congregation can recognize
them for their enthusiastic ministry with our children.
The month will include various activities, including a
brunch on March 22nd.  Please watch the bulletin for ways
that you can give a “shout out” to the people who, on a
weekly basis,  help fulfill our congregational baptismal
promise to support parents as they raise their children up
in Christ.

What Did You Learn
in Sunday School Today?
Preschool – Sr. Kindergarten:
February 22nd, 2009 – “The Transfiguration.”  (Mark 9:2-
10).  In this mountaintop experience where Peter, James,
and John witness a radiant Jesus in the company of
prophets, Jesus’s inner circle is prepared to weather the
pain and persecution that is to accompany the trial and
crucifixion that come before Jesus’ ultimate victory over
death.
March 1st, 2009 —  “Peter’s Confession.” In this lesson,
children will learn about the apostle Peter’s declaration of
faith in Jesus as the son of God.
March 8th, 2009 – “Jesus Clears the Temple.” During the
week of the Passover that precedes his death, Jesus enters
the temple to find money changers and vendors selling
animals and converting currency for people concerned
about having a Passover sacrifice.  Jesus angrily overturns
the tables of the profiteers, who are not dealing fairly with
the people, and makes it clear that God’s house is for
sincere prayer.
March 15th, 2009 – “The Widow’s Mite.” Through the
example of the widow who gave all she had, though it was
nothing in comparison to wealthy donors, gave a greater
gift than those who contributed far more out of
abundance.  

1st – 5th Grades:
February 15th - Rotation 5 – “I Am the Resurrection and
the Life”: The Raising of Lazarus. (John 11).
This rotation explores the miracle of the raising of Lazarus,
the brother of Martha and Mary, after he had been in the
tomb for 4 days.  It is significant for many reasons:  
• It prefigures Jesus’ resurrection.
• It shows Jesus’ very real grief at the death of a

friend, telling us that “Jesus wept.”
• It shows the compassion of Jesus.
• It shows Jesus’ power over death.
• It also brings Jesus closer to his own crucifixion
because when word spreads about this miraculous act, the
high priests determine that Jesus must die, and they give
out orders to arrest him.
This rotation will end just before Easter, when we

celebrate Jesus’ ultimate triumph over death.
The next big group event will be on March 29th in

Fellowship Hall, when we introduce Rotation 6 – Jesus
Blesses the Children.
6th – 8th Grades:
6th and 7th grades continue to use the Living the Good
News curriculum to explore the weekly scripture readings
used in Sunday worship services with a strong emphasis
on life application.
8th grade uses this curriculum and various supplementary
materials to explore current issues and what it means to
live out our faith.

Attention 1st-5th Graders!
Come be a part of KFC/DOC for fun at
church with your friends! 
All children in grades 1-5 are welcome to be a part of

Kids for Christ (grades 1-3) and Disciples of Christ (grades
4-5), along with friends.  At these meetings, we usually eat
(bring $4), play games and talk, and have a devotional
time.

KFC: Sunday, March 22, 12:15-2:00 p.m.
DOC Sleepover: Friday, March 27, 7pm-8am Sat.

These groups are led by Donna Gardner Manke and Pastor
Chris Manke.   Come
and join us!  It is
helpful to sign up by
calling the church
office, 774-0441, or
Donna Gardner
Manke, 414-774-5707,
so that we have an
idea of how many are
coming.

Our Vital Sunday School Ministry
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Youth Ministry

A Work in Continual Progress
Check Out the Changes on 3rd Floor
When we introduced Rotational Model Sunday

School seven years ago, we updated our education
space on third floor by painting, texturizing, and
accessorizing to make our Sunday School rooms look
more “Biblical.” We continue to update the space and
enhance our learning environment. This year, we
have accomplished some major changes.

Thanks to Renee Mabie – with the help of her children,
Andrea, Kyle, and Calvin – we have a new mural
depicting a Mediterranean garden in the Reflection room.
Renee and her “creative team” are also working on
hanging grape arbors to complete the garden scene.

Thanks also to Jerry Wirtz and Tom Gordon for
installing bamboo blinds on the south side of the third
floor (the Drama, Games, and Art rooms). This addition
not only improves the space aesthetically, but it will cut
down on the glare that sometimes makes Sunday
mornings a little too bright.
Make sure to take a look at these dramatic

improvements the next time you are on 3rd floor.

Jr. High Youth Quake is Happening
April 24th - 26th, 2009
Jr. high youth and friends are invited to get away for

a weekend of worship, singing, speakers, games, and
swimming with hundreds of other jr. high students
from all over Wisconsin.  The 2009 Youth Quake will
take place Friday, April 24th through Sunday, April 26th
at the Wilderness Lodge in Wisconsin Dells.  Cost of the
weekend is $175, which includes the cost of the retreat,
transportation, and meals on Saturday.  Extra money
will be needed for meals on Friday and Sunday.
Permission slips are available at the Information Center
or from Gretchen,  due by Sunday, Mar. 8th.
Any sr. high students interested in being junior guides

should talk to Gretchen.  We will also need parent help
for this event, so if you would like to help, please talk
to Gretchen.

Mission Trip Participants, plan to attend
the Summer Mission Trip Mtg., Mar. 1st 

The next monthly meeting for next summer’s “Road
to the Rockies” mission trip will be on March 1st at
12:15 in Fellowship Hall.  Please bring $4.00 for lunch.
The monthly meetings are an important part of
planning and group building for a great trip next
summer, and we expect all participants to make them
a priority! 

Registrations DUE NOW for
Jr. and Sr. High Ski Trip
Are You Going on the Ski

Trip? Please let us  know! Yes!
There is still time to sign up for
our annual skip trip to the
Upper Peninsula. But we need
to know who is coming, so we
can reserve a bus. Remember
the magic number in order to
book a comfortable coach bus is
25. If you are sure that you will be a part of this fun
weekend, please let Gretchen know.
Permission slips and a $25 deposit will be accepted
through February 20th, but it would be really helpful to
know of your intention by the end of the week. We will
leave St. Matthew’s Friday afternoon, Feb. 27th, and return
Sunday night, March 1st. All Jr. and Sr. High Skiers and
snowboards and friends are welcome. Cost of the trip is $170
which covers bus, lift tickets, 1 meal, and accommodations.
Rentals and lessons for first time skiers/snowboarders will be extra.
Permission slip are available at the Info Center, in the office,
and from Gretchen.

Keeping Up With Youth Events
Are you wondering what’s happening for youth at St.

Matthew’s? In addition to checking the Voice, make sure
that you look at the weekly bulletins for information on
events that are scheduled for Jr. and Sr. High youth.
Updated schedules and details for all events will appear each
week in the bulletin.
Do you have a great idea for a youth event? Then share it

with Gretchen or with any of the members of the Youth
Committee: Paul Braun, Dan Brovarney, Beth Brown, Brian
Due, Peggy Heuler, Mike Thomae, and Cathy Laszewski.
Are you someone (youth or adult) who would like to be

more involved in Youth ministry by serving on the Youth
Committee? Let Gretchen know. We are always happy to
welcome new members and new ideas!

Attention Parents of 7th & 8th graders:
Have you signed up
your child for Conf. Camp yet?
Seventh graders and also those eighth graders who did

not attend camp last summer are invited and strongly
encouraged to attend Crossways Camps Pine Lake site
Confirmation Camp this summer.  The dates are: June 14-
20, 2009. Registration forms were sent home with students
on January 28th.  If you need another form, or have
questions, please speak to Pastor Chris or call the church
office.  We would like all the registrations turned in by
March 1st.



Ash Wednesday is February 25: Worship at 10:30 & 7:15
Lenten Wednesdays, March 4 - April 1, 2009
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Begin your Lenten season with
Ash Wednesday Services
10:30 a.m. and 7:15 p.m.

Holy Communion at both services; Nursery
available at 7:15 p.m. only. There will be an Ash
Wednesday Confessional and the imposition of ashes
for those desiring to receive them. A Healing Liturgy
will also be a part of each of the services. The Theme
is ÒThe Cross Question.Ó

Why do we use ashes 
on Ash Wednesday?

Ash Wednesday is the Wednesday of the seventh
week before Easter and the first day of Lent. The day
is named for the practice of imposing ashes, a practice
which many Lutheran congregations have found to be
a very meaningful part of the Ash Wednesday liturgy.

Using ashes as a sign of repentance is an ancient
practice, often mentioned in the Bible (e.g. Jonah 3:5-9;
Job 42:6; Jeremiah 6:26; Matthew 11:21). 

On Ash Wednesday we introduce the
Lenten theme “Cross Pieces”

By request we return to a Lenten
Theme done twenty years ago, ÒCross
Pieces.Ó We have given it a new focus
with ÒThe Questions Jesus Asked.Ó
We will center our thoughts on an
inward journey as to what stands in
your way of a closer walk with God.
How can your life more emulate
Christ? We will use a Òsymbol of the
passion,Ó given to you each week, as
a way for you to answer the
ÒQuestions Jesus Asked.Ó It will be

more devotional than historical.
On Ash Wednesday you will receive a wooden cross

to begin your cross pieces display in your home. Be
present each week to receive the new piece, but more
importantly to be on the journey to Forgivenessand
Reconciliation.

Adult Education Class
each Wednesday night at 6:15

Adult Education will focus on the ÒCross PiecesÓ
theme, in greater detail for that evening and related
biblical text around that theme.  (Runs 6:15-7:00,
March 4 - April 1)

The Wednesday Themes are:
February 25: “The Cross Question”  Symbol: Cross
March 4: “Can you Not Watch for One Hour?”

Symbol: Stone
March 11: “Do You Betray the Son of Man with a Kiss?”

Symbol: Money Bag
March 18: “Who Do You Say I Am?”

Symbol: Purple Stole
March 25: “Which is Easier to Say:

‘Your Sins are Forgiven’ or ‘Rise and Walk’?”
Symbol: Nail

April 1: “What Can You Give in Return for Your Life?”
Symbol: Dice

April 9 (M. Th.) “Do You Know What I Have Done to You?”
Symbol: Sponge

April 10 (G. Fri.) “... Why Have You Forsaken Me?”
Symbol: Crown

April 12: “The Easter Question: Woman, Why Are You 
Weeping? Whom Do You Seek?”
Symbol: Butterfly

A Reflection as we enter into Lent
based on Psalm 51:1-17

Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast
love; according to your abundant mercy blot out my
transgressions. (Psalm 51:1)

How hard it is to admit my own guilt. How difficult it is to
say to someone, "I was wrong, please forgive me." The
Word of God or my own conscience may convict me, but I
will push away the truth of my wrongdoing as long as I can.

This week, by the ritual of tracing a cross of ashes and
oil on my forehead, You remind me, O God, what I am, my
need for repentance and mercy, and that You have already
claimed me by another cross.

You ask for a broken and contrite heart, my God. You
ask me to acknowledge what I have done wrong so that
we may be reconciled.

Only by trusting in your steadfast love and mercy am I
able to confess to You and then, by Your grace, to the ones
I have wronged, that we, too, may be reconciled.

God of mercy, be present with us in these days of Lenten
spring. Break our hearts in ways that compel us to be
honest, compassionate, and forgiving with one another,
that we may boldly live out your love in Jesus Christ, our
Lord.

Written by Jan Boden, Lutheran School of Theology in Chicago
Director of Communications & Marketing


