I‘i

>

e S — sy

F""‘l\

— — S — ki Vi, . Y,

L

i\

Ji

Volume 77, Number 17
October 19, 2008

Ot .
MATTHEW'S

October Matching Gift
Challenge for over $30,000
“Give As You Are Blessed”

We are well on our way to gathering over $30,000 in the
month of October in a matching gift campaign. This is to
go toward our budget ministry needs for 2008 which
include programs as well as benevolence needs. As of
October 1, we are at about $8,000. We are grateful for an
anonymous gift from a couple of up to $15,000 if the
congregation can raise $15,000. We are well on our way
toward going beyond that amount which is needed for our
$38,000 defidat as of September 1st. Thank you for helping
to stabilize your church budget in these difficult economic
times. Ministry needs and outreach are the work of the
church in prodaiming God’s love to others. With the
economy, these needs are even greater.

Gifts in any amounts, beyond one’s annual pledged
amount, are graciously received in this special appeal.
Thank you for seeing the world through the eyes of our
Lord, who calls us to reach out and challenges us with “To
whom much has been given, much is expected.” May you
know the joy of giving. Blessings on our ministry together
with and in our Lord!

Men's Ministry Retreat Oct. 17-18
“What's In Your Tool Box?”

Our Men's Retreat comes October 17 & 18 - Sign up now!
What's in your tool box, men,
for doing life? Life consists of
relationships with self, with
others and with God. How do
you handle the “stuff” of
relationships? Uki.ng 5cripturc,
the T.V. series, “Tool time,” and
real life situations we will
explore the tools men use to do life. The retreat muns from
6:00 Friday, October 17 until 3:00 Saturday, October 18.
Since this is a joint retreat with Christ the King Lutheran
Church in Delafield, leaders will be Pastor Gary Heath,
interim pastor at Christ the King in Delafield and our own
Pastor Gary Erickson. Look for a pamphlet about the
retreat at the Information Center or across from the church
office. Men, do this for the relationships in your life. To
register, even at this lafte date, simply call the church office.

Reformation Sunday, October 26 -
The Birth of the Lutheran Church
Focus on Change

Reformation Sunday will be a chance to focus on Martin
Luther, a change candidate in a year we
are talking about change on the political
scene. The sermon will focus on Luther
as a change agent, a reformer, a
maverick. Qur faith and society need a
Reformation! What is God’s will in this
present arisis? How is a Christian to
vote? What are some guiding directives?
How can one “vote one's values and
value one’s vote?” What is the Lutheran
approach to polity and society?

In addition, the adult forum will center on “Opening the
Door to Luther” - How did Luther change Christianity
and bring in a new era?

As usual, the music and liturgy will reflect the
celebration of Reformation Sunday. You may wish to wear
red as it is the color of the day.
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Set aside the weekend of
November 14-15-16 to
be involved in the MANY ministry

opportunities at St. Matthew’s

Fri.-Saturday:Feed My Starving Children
Nutritious Food Pkg. Assembly

Saturday-Sunday: Fair Trade Fair -
Sustainability Fair
Pancake Brunch
Farmers Market
Guest Pastor for 3 services
and Education Hour
Dr. Barbara Horner-lbler, director
of the Bread for Healing Clinic
at Cross Lutheran Church
Also, An Offering of Letters for
eliminating Hunger in the World and
A Focus on ELCA Global Missions
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Challenging Hopelessness

Recently | was asked to speak on challenging
hopelessness as part of our Faith & Common Destiny
Micah conversation. The conversation was centered on the
hopelessness we feel in relation to our central city — feelings
that nothing can change, that nothing can be better. This
conversation was held on the day after Congress voted
down the $700 billion financial rescue padckage and the
market dropped over 700 points. Hope was hard to find.

Hope is something I sometimes struggle

Luther have the courage to be able to stand up not only to
the pope but also the Holy Roman Emperor? What was his
source of hope? What enabled him to overcome the
struggles he faced, to come to his understanding of the
“happy exchange,” to be released from fear, pride and all of
the struggles of “sin, death and the devil?” How was he
freed from darkness to give his life in service to the world?
In Luther’s words that freedom was found in his

relationship with Christ but how did Luther cultivate that
relationship? While God's grace comes to us freely there
are things we can do to open ourselves to that grace.

Three “spiritual practices” stand out for me

with. In good times1 fly along and inbad
times fear and sadness sometimes takes [
over. While I've become more resilient

over the years as [ have grown to trust
God’s love and grace there are still times

of struggle. It's easy to say that I should
welcome these imes as times of growth

but in the darkness it can be hard to '\R

remember that Christ is in the most difficult

places and that over and over in those difficult places God
has proven His gracious love and mercy for me and for the
world.

As 1 think of struggle and hopelessness 1 think of Martin
Luther and his struggles with God and the world. Luther
saw many difficult times in his life and yet he was able to
persevere and find joy in his struggle to change the world.

In 9th grade confirmation [ am working with the
confirmands on spiritual practices — practices that put us in
touch with our calling and that energize us for good in the
world. One of the things we do in class is view parts of the
movie Luther and work with the question — how did

While I've become
more resilient over the years
as | have grown to trust
God's love and grace there

are still times of struggle.
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~._ inLuther's life, practices that we can
' benefit from in struggling times. First,
was Luther’s habit of frequent prayer —
often more than once a day and
sometimes involving his whole body.
Second was his practice of bible
reading. Intense study (and for Luther
/ thatincluded translating the Bible from
-~ Hebrew and Greek to German - an
enormous task) of the bible opened him to the work of the
Spirit drawing him to more deeply know the love of God.
And third, Luther spend time on deep relationships - the
people with whom he engaged as he did his work and
ultimately in arguing for married clergy and marrying
Katherine von Bora.

In these difficult times it is our faith, grounded in our
relationship with God and fed by our spiritual practices,
that frees us to live joyfully and in service to others. As
Luther said in Freedom of the Christian, “From faith there
flows a love and joy in the Lord. From love there proceeds
a joyful, willing and free mind that serves the neighbor...”
May each of find hope in that gift of love freely given gift
to us.

Pastor Margaret Schoewe

Asking people to Give to the Budget?

We've never done THAT before!

I have long held that we do not ask people to give to the
church budget! Why? Budgets do not stimulate people!
Budgets are not spedfic! And above all, Jesus never asked
people to give to the budget. I have always followed the
stewardship guide that we give out of joy and out of
blessings, as well as, we give because God gives and Jesus's
ministry continually talked about money and our value and
trust in money.

Qur present budget needs, however, reflect spedfic
ministry needs in staff salaries, maintenance of our fine
facility, and our growing benevolence needs which reflect
30% of our income. To maintain those specific needs we are
asking for funds toward the present deficit of $38,000,
being challenged by a matching gift of $15,000. I hope you
also see it as helping to make ministry happen as well are
meeting the budget needs for 2008. Again, thanks for your
giving!

Pastor Gary



















































