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Men’s Ministry Retreat, Oct. 17-18
“What’s In Your Tool Box?” 
Our Men’s Retreat comes October 17 & 18 - Sign up now! What’s in your tool box, men, for

doing life? Life consists of relationships with self, with others and with God. How do you handle
the “stuff” of relationships? Using scripture, the T.V. series, “Tool time”, and real life situations
we will explore the tools men use to do life. The retreat runs from 6:00 Friday, October 17 until
3:00 Saturday, October 18. Since this is a joint retreat with Christ the King Lutheran Church in
Delafield, leaders will be Pastor Gary Heath, interim pastor at Christ the King in Delafield and our own Pastor Gary
Erickson. Look for a pamphlet about the retreat at the Information Center or across from the church office. Men, do this
for the relationships in your life. See insert inside for further information and a registration form.

Month of October Fund Drive: 
$30,000 Matching Gift Challenge for Budgeted Ministry

In these difficult economic times, we, like many congregations doing active ministry, are facing a larger than expected
deficit of about $38,000. Trusting god’s provisions, St. Matthew's does exceptional ministry, especially in the area of
outreach. We trust that God provides. We are grateful for a couple in our congregation willing to challenge us to deal
with this budget concern by a matching gift of up to $15,000. By raising $15,000 in October they will match it for a total
gain of $30,000. Congregational gifts are to be in addition to pledged amounts to the 2008 budget contributions.
We trust that you will want to work with the leadership of St. Matthew’s to meet this challenge. Our church council

has expressed budget concerns and our pastors have worked together to address this concern and this gracious
opportunity to deal with it.
Pastor Gary has sent out a letter to members enclosing an envelope marked “Budget Matching Gift.” As a reminder

and for your response, we print that letter below. Again, thank you for your strong support in all that we do in our
Lord’s strong command to love one another.

“Christ continually challenges us to be his serving people. In all that we do and say, as a congregation, we take seriously that
challenge. I am always amazed by the many ways you are ready to give and to serve others. We continuously seek new ways to do
ministry, adding congregational programs, outreach ministries, benevolence opportunities and staffing needs. To meet some of these
expanding ministries, we approved a budget for 2008 that was about $50,000 more than 2007. It was a “stretch budget” for what is
becoming an economically difficult year. We are a people who move forward to where the Lord is calling and leading us.

“In my years at St. Matthew’s, I have never had to write a letter requesting funds to meet a budget deficit. Giving has been “good,”
and we wish to continue with 30% toward benevolences. However, we do have a deficit of about $38,000. I feel we all need to be
aware of this and deal with it as we enter this last quarter of 2008. In addition, we will continue to monitor spending. Below is a
challenge and a plan for dealing with the deficit during the month of October:

• Much of October will have a Stewardship Education Emphasis with biblical stewardship education sermons on September 28,
October 5 and October 19.

• Year to date statements for personal giving will be sent out October 1, November 1 and December 1.
• Voice articles and “Temple Talks” will be shared with the congregation.
• The Goal amount of $30,000 is to be gathered in the month of October.

The Good News in this is that we have been blessed with an anonymous matching challenge gift of up to $15,000. I am
grateful to the couple for proposing this challenge for us to raise $15,000 to match their gift which would total $30,000
beyond pledged gifts.

“I am asking you to pray and consider making a matching gift of unpledged dollars toward this $15,000 challenge. We always give
out of blessings and abundance. It is out of those blessings and our work together in our Lord that I ask for you to make a matching
gift. Indeed, as individuals and as a congregation we are blessed!

“Thank you for growing in your own stewardship, in this case, that connection between our faith and money. Blessings.
With You in His Service, Pastor Gary Erickson”
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Pastor’s VOICE
Turning  ‘?’s  into  ‘!’s
From the book of Joshua, Chapter 1,
verse 9 – “I hereby command you: Be
strong and courageous; do not be
frightened or dismayed, for the Lord
your God is with you wherever you go."
Two VOICE issues ago I wrote an

article that really questioned whether
we could fund another Feed My
Starving Children packing event in
this same calendar year. I even titled the article with
question marks. After all, packing 100,000 meals at
18 cents a meal isn't cheap, especially with our
financial situation (as you've already read and heard
about) being tight due to the economy. I was in the
same camp as many of you who thought such a goal
was just too lofty for tight financial times. We were
wrong!!!
Through many different sources we are getting

close to the overall cost of $20,000 (18,000 plus costs
like renting a fork lift), and I am now confident we’ll
cover these costs by the end of the year! Due to this
great news, we’re moving forward with packing
100,000 meals for starving children in November -
YES!!!
Reflecting back on my doubt, I wonder if my mind

set was just too narrow, too limited, too tightly
focused on the mountain in front of us, rather on the
broad strength that we have as the Body of Christ
and the possibilities that God would like us to take
on.
In difficult financial times like these we are

constantly thinking narrowly about the scarcity that
is immediately in front of us, rather than the
abundance that surrounds us.
Having been previously to Tanzania, I should have

remembered that message. For after all in Tanzania
there is such a shortage of material wealth. In
comparison when I would come home, I can hardly
believe how much we have, being the richest
country in the world where many of us have more
than one car, one home (castle), one financial source
of income. Difficult times like these try to squeeze
our vision into a mind set of scarcity rather than in
the reality of abundance and God’s goodness.
The lesson we can all learn from these question

marks is to be bold and remember that with God all
things are possible and no mountain is too great a
challenge, even when the world is telling you it is.
Thanks to all of you for contributing to make

another great food event possible this coming
November. I hope you all feel the pleasure of
serving in this way. I know the children will when
they receive food to eat – to God be the glory!!!

Abundantly Blessed,
Pastor Chris Manke

Pastor Ken Wheeler to preach 
October 12: “Who is My Neighbor”
Two more World Concerns Sundays remain in our four Sunday

series. We have had two wonderful Sundays... Worship in the Park
with Pastor Mick Roschke and the people of Reformation (Aug. 24)
and September 14, African Sunday with Pastor Elias Kitoi.
Two more Sundays are scheduled with Pastor Ken Wheeler on

October 12, “Racial Captivity.” And then we have a “power-
packed” weekend with “Bread for the World” on November 16. On
that weekend we will be doing “Feed My Starving Children” along
with a “Fair Trade and Sustainability Fair.” Both events will fill the
church with people from outside our congregation on that Friday
and Saturday. Sunday will continue the effort with a Bread for the
World letter writing campaign and a focus on all God’s children
sharing in God’s bounty. Don’t miss the two remaining World
Concerns emphasis Sundays, October 12 and November 16.

Welcome Our New Members on Oct. 12
On October 12 we will have the opportunity to welcome our

newest members of St. Matthew’s into our faith family during
and following the 8:30 service. It has been a lot of fun getting to
know these great people and exploring their questions and
experiences. 
We look forward to welcoming our newest members on

Sunday, October 12. And, we rejoice in the opportunity to
welcome all guests and visitors each and every time they “stand
by the door” of St. Matthew’s. Please come in.
WELCOME - “received with gladness or hospitality; a kind

reception to a guest or newcomer.”



Reminder:
We are adding an additional
Communion Service at 7:30 a.m.
Presently we are celebrating communion

on the first Sunday of the month at the 7:30
service.  We are adding to it the second
Sunday and any fifth Sunday of the month.
By adding the second Sunday, this will
enable people to receive communion each
Sunday, only having to adjust their service
worship times.  In doing this, we are in need of additional
communion helpers at the 7:30 service.  Please let the
church office know about your availability to help prepare
communion or to be a communion assistant.  (Your help is
needed to maintain this schedule).
In summary, the Communion schedule at St. Matthew’s

is:
The first Sunday of the month – all three services
The second Sunday of the month – at 7:30
The third Sunday of the month – at 11:00
The fourth Sunday of the month – at 8:30
The fifth Sunday of the month – at 7:30

Reformation’s Blessing Sunday:
We hope to take a bus to this service
The belief at Reformation is that God wills all should be

gathered home to well being. We are God’s agent for
gathering exiles.  Individuals have been made exiles by
the force of our society, rejected, and labeled as outsiders.
“We have an exile-producing culture that displaces folks
who are visible and vocal among us,” said Walter
Brueggemann, noted theologian. “Home is a place of
belonging without qualifying for membership.”
Join our partners at Reformation for Blessing Sunday

on October 12 at 10 a.m. as we celebrate the 100th
Anniversary of Reformation’s being a home for all. We
would like to have a large representation from St.
Matthew’s partners. Call the church office to sign up for
taking a bus, so we can determine if we have enough
people to rent one.

CALLING ALL VOLUNTEERS
St. Matthew's is hosting a sustainability fair on

Saturday, November 15th from 9am - 3pm.  The fair will
include a pancake benefit brunch, a winter farmer's
market, and a fair trade sale.  In order to make this event
a success, we are going to need a great deal of help in
several areas (set-up, kitchen work, assistance with the
fair trade sale, clean-up).  The set-up will take place on
Friday, November 14th.  This is a great service
opportunity for individuals, families, and small groups.
In order to get involved, please contact Emily Wanezek at
414-476-8175 or emwanezek@hotmail.com or utilize the
sign-up panel in the bulletin.

Info Meeting for 2009 Trip
to Tanzania, Africa  
October 5th, Education Hour
Next July, St. Matthew’s will be heading around the

world to visit our African partners in Tanzania - Sing ‘isi
Lutheran. If you are at all interested in joining us on this
great adventure, please attend an informational meeting
on October 5th during the Education Hour. It promises to
be another life changing trip of seeing the world and
meeting our brothers and sisters in Africa. See you there!

Upcoming Events at St. Matthew’s
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2008 Debt Reduction Fund
Results as of 9/14/2008 are:

Economic Stimulus Donations $12,695
(given by 88 families)

Loan Balance $312,543
Pledges for the year 2008 161,000
Cash in Debt Red. Fund Reserve

1/1/2008 24,159
Contributions, in year 2008 to date 104,322
Mortgage Payments (principal &

interest) year to date (102,831)
Balance-Debt Reduction Fund Reserve to date               25,650
Hunger Basket, year to date: $8,528  
2008 Benevolence through July 31                     182,000

Change for a Change = $816.46

Planning a baptism?
Baptismal Class, October 7
If you have a new baby or are expecting a baby soon, we invite you to attend the Baptismal Class

on Tuesday, October 7 at the church. Come and learn more about baptism... meet other new parents
who will also be having children baptized. These sessions are held twice a year, plan ahead by
attending this one on October 7, 6:30-8:00. Please call the church office to register, 414-774-0441. The
session is led by one of the pastors.



Sunday morning forums continue each
week during the Education Hour
Is America a Christian Nation?
October 5 – October 19 (3 Sessions)
Is America A “Christian Nation?”
Where does the idea of “separation of church and state”

come from?  What did our founders think about the place
of religion in society?  What do The Constitution and The
Supreme Court say about religion?  
“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment
of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof.”
-First Amendment to the US Constitution
Join us for 3 sessions to explore these relevant and often
controversial issues:
Oct. 5th     The Role of Religion in American History:

From the Pilgrims to Today
Oct. 12th   The Constitution and “Establishment of

Religion”
Oct. 19th   The Constitution and “Free Exercise of

Religion”
Facilitator:  Mark Young 
Mark Young is a well-respected attorney and member of

St. Matthew’s Church.  He also has a degree in history,
with a special interest in early American history.  He has
long been interested in the debate which swirls around
the relationship between the government and religion in
American society.  His interest has been further
heightened in recent years as he has observed
misinformation about America’s founding and the hot-
button issue of the so-called “separation of church and
state.”   

Dan & Barb Seitz to share their stories
from Ice Age Trail Hike, October 5
During the education hour on October 5, Dan & Barb

Seitz will be sharing their experiences of hiking the 1100
mile Ice Age Trail. They’ll have pictures and much
information. Come with your questions. This presentation
will take place in the Youth Room on the lower level.

Biblical Wisdom Bible study to be
offered for six Wednesdays, both
morning and evening sessions
Pr. Margaret will be leading a six week Bible study on

Wednesday's beginning October 8, and ending November
12.  This series of studies will be focused on the wisdom
books of Ecclesiastes
(Qohelet), Proverbs,
and Job.  Participants
will become familiar
with the context in
which the books were
written and explore common themes as they apply to
finding hope for today.  This series will be offered twice
on these Wednesday's - once at 10:00 AM and once at 7:00
PM.  All are welcome - bring a friend.

Ongoing Sunday Morning Groups
9:45 A.M.-10:45 A.M.
Parents of Teenagers Support
Parents of teens meet to encourage and strengthen one
another through Christ.  Facilitators:  Danette Braun &
Cathy Laszewski  
Women’s Sunday Morning Sharing Group 
Informal, lively discussion and sharing centered on a
book or study chosen by the group.  No advance
preparation is required; come when you can!  Facilitator:
Mary Thomae  
Ongoing Weekly Groups
Men’s Monday Morning Study Group
Strengthen your faith and start your week off right with
this early morning Bible study. Meets year round. 6:30
A.M. - 7:30 A.M.
Facilitator:  Conor Williams
Women In Touch
This weekly meeting includes fellowship, discussion and
prayer. Occasional outings are planned.  9:30 A.M.  –
10:30 A.M. Mondays; September – May  Organizers:  Irma
Brandt, Ruth Zarse
Friday Morning Women’s Bible Study
Gather with this supportive group of women every Friday
from 9:00 A.M. - 11:00 A.M. for in-depth Bible study and
discussion.
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Adult Education - What’s coming up this month?




