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MATTHEW'S

This Weekend!
Be a part of St. Matthew’s

biggest ministry weekend ever
Friday-Saturday-Sunday
November 14-15-16

Fair Trade and Sustainability Fair
Saturday only
9a.m.to 3 p.m.
* Goods from around the world
* Offerings from local artisans S
e Winter Farmer’s Market : ;
e Adult and Children’s Books BTN
Pancake brunch 9:30 — 12:30

Feed My Starving Children
All Day Friday and Saturday

November 14 & 15
We are packing 100,000
nutritious meal packets

for hungry children in El Salvador

Call the church office to sign up
for open two-hour shifts.

Guest Preacher
Rev. Dr. Barbara Horner-lbler
on Sunday, November 16
Come to the Adult Forum
(9:45-10:45a.m.) to hear about
the Ministry called Bread of Healing, a medical
clinic at Cross Lutheran Church in Milwaukee

Thanksgiving Eve Service
is followed by Pie Social,
November 26 at 7:00

“Come, You Thanktul
People, Come”

As winter darkness crosses the land, the nation
takes time to offer thanks for the harvest and the
abundant resources of this land. While this holiday
witnesses many households gathering for a festive
meal, Christians recognize that the source of all good
things is God who feeds the birds and clothes the
grass of the field. As we share these gifts, we are knit
together into a community whose mission is among
those who are poor and in need. We offer thanks to
God for the bounty of the land and seek to share
these riches with all in need.

Join the Community of St. Matthew’s for a Festive
Thanksgiving Eve Service with Senior Choir, the
New Creation Choir, New Generation Choir,
Godsbells, Piano and Organ sharing in the service of
music. Here are the details:

Thanksgiving Eve Service:
7 p.m. on November 26. Bring any non-perishable
food items for the food pantry at Reformation.

Following the Service:
The Fellowship Committee will host a PIE
SOCIAL. We ask those who wish to bring a pie to
share and St. Matthew’s will provide the rest,
coffee, juice, whipped cream and ice cream.

Your Thanksgiving offering:
All offerings using the special Thanksgiving
Envelopes will be designated for our Special
Benevolences including World Hunger.

Thanksgiving Eve Worship
([ Poilet)
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. Pastors VOICE
OGod, why are you
letting this happen?0

As we enter this darker time of year and this time of
uncertainty in our world it seems fitting that we look at
ways to shine light both for ourselves and as witnesses to
others of God s love for the world.

In our recent bible study we studied the book of Job
looking for hope. Job has everything — land, livestock,
family, and status in the community. He was blameless
and upright, faithful to God, yet beneath it all Job lived in
fear of losing his good life.

Satan, believing Job is faithful only because of what he
has, seeks God s permission strip Job of his family,
possessions and even his health. With God s permission
this happens.

Job s friends tell him he must have done something
wrong. Through it all Job maintains his innocence and
struggles, ultimately challenging God effectively saying

I ve been good to widows and orphans and cared for my
servants. God, why are you letting this happen?

There are times when we can say the same thing - God,
why are you letting this happen — sickness, death, loss of a
job and now all the major upsets taking place in the
world?

For 35 chapters Job suffers and we don t hear God. Job
and his friends are busy talking.

When God finally speaks it s interesting what God has to
say. God reminds Job that God is the God of creation, a
God who brings order to chaos and separates light from
darkness. When Job struggles to understand, wanting to
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get his old life back, God speaks of the Behemoth and
Leviathan — traditionally viewed as animals to be slain but
maybe also reminders to Job and to us that life is difficult,
that monsters do exist and everything can t be explained.

As we talked about the text we found hope in God s
message, hope for our times and hope that we can share.
We found hope as God talks with Job — a two way
conversation — God wants a relationship with Job. We
found hope in God s reminder that God makes order from
chaos and that God brings rain to the desert. And we
found hope in the vastness of creation as a place to share
our pain. As E. Kohak says in The Embers and the Stars:

That is the age-old wisdom of the book of Job When God
speaks [God] speaks not of pain but of the vastness of the
creation God is not avoiding the issue. [God] is teaching
Job the wisdom of bearing the pain that can neither be
avoided nor abolished but can be shared when there is a
whole living creation to absorb it When the human, in the
solitude of dusk, surrenders his [her] pride of place and
learns to bear the shared pain, he [she] can begin to
understand the pain that cannot be avoided as a gift which
teaches compassion and opens understanding, It opens
him [her] to receive, in empathy, the gift of the other, not in
censure but in gratitude and love.

As | read this | pray, God help me, help us, to open more
deeply to the pain of the world, and to grow in compassion
for all of creation. Amen.

Pastor Margaret Schoewe

Our annual Stewardship Drive
for 2009 continues .

On November 2 we began the annual L
stewardship drive and will continue
receiving responses through November.
This is the drive for pledges and
commitments for the year 2009 where
people are asked how they wish to share
their time, talents, and money with the Lord
through St. Matthew s faith community. | give thanks for
your strong commitment and trust to share out of your
abundance even in these difficult, threatening economic
times. We here at St. Matthew s have a strong mission in
our Lord to do God s work in caring for the poor, the
hungry, in proclaiming the Word in Jesus Christ, the Love
of God, in educating and sharing the way of Christ.

Throughout this month we continue to make those
commitments for 2009. When you receive your pledging
materials, please pray and consider your personal
stewardship response for 2009. For those receiving their
materials by a hand courier, please let that person pick it up
from you and return it to the church. If you received it in th
email, please either return it by mail or in person to the
church office. We wish to receive all responses by
November 30, the first Sunday in Advent. Please give as
you have been blessed, that you may be Blessed to Be A
Blessing to others. As always, thank you for your giving!

Pastor Gary




