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MATTHEW'S

Making commitments
for 2009 begins November 2

The fall pledging of time, talent, and money for 2009 begins this
Sunday, November 2. Once again we will do a relay-route system
with the packets being delivered and picked up by the captains.
Please allow the captains to pick up your packet. Packets will be
mailed directly to some homes and these may be returned to the
church either by mail or in person. Team Captains may pick up
packets on November 2 from 8:00-8:30 a.m., between services, or
from 12:00-12:15. A representative of the committee will be available
at this time for questions.

For 2009 we will attempt to hold the budget at minimal increases
reflecting on the present economic situation. Please do pray and
consider your gifts to the church always responding faithfully as to
how you have been blessed. All responses should be returned to the
church by November 23.

FEED MY STARVING CHILDREN:
Be a part of this exciting

St. Matthew’s ministry event

The dates are Friday and Saturday, November
14 & 15, when we plan to pack 100,000 meals for
starving children in third world countries. All
we need is your help, and also, financial
donations for the cost of the food. Children aged
first grade and up are welcomed to participate.

Feed My Starving Children is committed to
feeding God’s starving children hungry in body
and spirit. Our approach is simple: Volunteers pack nutritious
meals made up of rice, soy, vitamins and dehydrated vegetables,
and we partner with relief organizations worldwide to distribute
these meals to starving children. A single meals costs only 17 cents,
and 95 percent of all donations go directly toward the food
program. Find more info on <fmsc.org>. We invite you to join us in
this important work.

Two ways to help:

1) Make a financial donation to pay for the food used to pack the
meals. 95% of this money goes directly toward food. Checks payable to
‘St. Matthew’s Church.’
2) Sign up for a two hour shift on November 14-15, 2008, right here
at St. Matthew’s.
Friday Nov. 14: Sign up on the Board in the Commons/

10:30-12:30 set up 3:30-5:30PM 1-3PM 6-8PM
Saturday Nov. 15: 9-11AM 2-4PM 11:30-1:30PM  4:30-6:30PM

Have you given to the
Matching Gift campaign?

We continue in these early days
of November to receive gifts
toward our Matching Gift
Campaign to raise over $30,000 to
meet our budget needs. We greatly
appreciate all gifts given, especially K\
in these economic times that warn
us to be cautious. We are grateful
to a couple who have given us a matching gift of
up to $15,000. Gifts in any amounts, beyond one’s
annual pledged amount, are graciously received
in this special appeal. Thank you for seeing the
world through the eyes of our Lord, who calls us
to reach out and challenges us with “To whom
much has been given, much is expected.” May
you know the joy of giving. Blessings on our
ministry together with and in our Lord! See
additional article on pg. 4.

We will report the results of our Matching Gift

Program in the next issue of the VOICE,
November 16.
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Set aside the weekend of
November 14-15-16 to
be involved in the MANY ministry
opportunities at St. Matthew’s

Fri.-Saturday: Feed My Starving Children
Nutritious Food Pkg. Assembly

Saturday-Sunday: Fair Trade Fair - 9:00-3:00
Sustainability Fair

Saturday: Pancake Brunch (get tix now)
Farmers Market
Sunday: Guest Pastor for 3 services

and Education Hour

Dr. Barbara Horner-Ibler,
Director of the Bread for
Healing Clinic at Cross
Lutheran Church

A Focus on ELCA Global Missions
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“A Year Ago...”
My two kids will tell you that I have a habit of
recalling events by reminding them, “A week ago we
were in the Florida sun!” or “A month ago we were
visiting grandma and grandpa” or “A year ago we
were on our trip to Africa!” Maybe it is my own
unique way of marking the passing of

feelings of aloneness, that I say to myself, “Yes, this
has happened, but it seems so unreal. My head says
one thing, and my heart feels something else.”
There is that piece of scripture that speaks about
God making everything new. If death is seen as
darkness and the end, the scriptures remind us that
out of darkness will come light and out of endings
will come new beginnings. It is all a part

time.

All Saints Sunday, a time we
remember those who have died in the
Lord, is coming on November 2. After

On All Saints
Sunday, November 2,
some of these thoughts
will be on my mind.

of God’s creative force and God’s way
for life.

In Sue’s death there is this
“strangeness” that I am more aware of
life, of my own heartbeat. In some ways

such a Sunday, looking over the list of
names of persons who have died and having heard
these names read in the worship service, I have often
wondered, “Who will be included in that list next
year?” A year ago, I would have never thought that
Sue’s name would be among those Saints for this
November 2 All Saints Day Service. We like to keep
death at a distance, or as Elizabeth Kubler Ross
expressed it, “Death is something that happens to
thou and to thee but not to me.”

Acceptance is certainly one of the stages of death
and dying as well as one of the stages of grieving.
Moving toward acceptance isn’t easy nor is it a
straight path. There are days when I have accepted
Sue’s death... often it is surrounded by what else has
happened that day. There are other days when the
absence of someone so special in my life is felt with
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she seems more alive to me now than
ever. There are things we used to do that we both
appreciated and these seem more meaningful to me
now that she is not here. I treasure more those thirty-
four years together of sharing life as a shared
miracle. There is so much that I miss, but I do now
hold a greater value for life. I experience now a
deeper valuing of relationships, of nature, of
memories. Death can be, and has been for me, life-
enhancing in not really knowing what one has until
it is lost. This inner knowing is difficult to explain
precisely, but it is felt.

For those who grieve, death can stop life or blind
one to life, but hopefully, it can open one’s eyes to
the preciousness of life. I recall reading a rabbi’s
quote that has long stayed with me, “Something that
is yours forever is never precious.” Your journey and
my journey here is not forever. There comes that
time of letting go to death and opening ourselves to
what more God has in store for us. Such pondering
upon life and God’s word allow death to give us
new eyes to see life.

On All Saints Sunday, November 2, some of these
thoughts will be on my mind. I know I will hear
myself saying, “A year ago, I never would have
thought Sue’s name would be included among
God’s precious departed saints.” But I will also hear
God’s words, “Behold I make all things new!”

Pastor Gary Erickson

When is the next Healing Service?

We continue with regularly scheduled “Healing Prayer
Services” as a part of our worship services. All those in
special need of healing for themselves or others are
encouraged to participate in these services. The upcoming
schedule is as follows:

Sunday, November 23 at 8:30 service
(during Comm.)
Sunday, December 21 at 9:45 a.m. (during Educ. Hour)
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Remember those who have died You’ve worshipped with us...

in the Lord on All Saints Sunday, mm’" V°“;Od Iikle to j°ifrf‘ St& I_VIaStthct-;w’i
November 2, All SerViceS ew member ClasSses olrered In septemoer

We welcome all those who are interested in joining our

This Sunday we pause to remember those of our congregation to be part of our next series of new
congregation and loved ones who have died in the member classes.
Lord since last All Saints Sunday. It is a time that we All of our new member classes will be held on Sunday
entrust loved ones in the promises of our Lord. mornings from 9:45-10:45 during our education hour.
Names will be read, and candles will be lit for each Childcare is provided in the nursery on the lower level.
person remembered. In addition, this year we will Sunday, November 2 - What Does it Mean to Be Lutheran -
have a period of silence with the opportunity to This open dialogue will center on being a Lutheran in the

ELCA. Come with questions! Pr. Margaret
Sunday, November 9 - Fellowship at St. Matthew's -
We will interact in small groups to get to know each other

name silently or out loud the names of those dear to
you who have died... a single candle will be lit for

those addltlonally named. The service will include: and to share our faith stories. Learn how being part of a small
Music and Message for All Saints Sunday group can grow your faith and connect you to your church
Lighting of candles of remembrance Communify. Photos will be Faken at this session. l?a.stor. Chris
: . & Sue Swing, Adult Education & Small Group Ministries
Celebration of HOIy Communion Sunday, November 16 Who We Are at St. Matthew's
A hSting of those of our Congregaﬁon and others How did St. Matthew's become the church that it is today?
ministered to by our pastors is listed below and What is the vision of the church and how can you be a part of
remembered on November 2 at the services: that? In this final class, learn more about the church, where
Thomas P Bartelt 1-13-08 we have been and how we hope to continue to grow in the
future. Pastor Gary Erickson
Ev,elyn S- Bush 6-6-08 Sunday, Novembe}z’r 23 and November 30- Spiritual Gifts &
Edith Cop 12-4-07 Serving What are spiritual gifts and how can you use them?
William H. Cross 7-1-08 God has equipped and called all of us to make a difference in
Susan A. Erickson 12-12-07 this world. In this class we will identify our spiritual gifts and
Donald L. Frayer 7-30-08 explore the many ways we can use our gifts through the
_20_ church and in our community. Sue Swing
E;r:ll:]de ﬁeCKlgl da 2_2?028 Sunday, December 7 - New Member Sunday St. Matthew's
. will celebrate as our new members will be welcomed into our
SYIVIa Lauttamus 12-6-07 faith community at the 8:30 A.M. service. After the service, we
Richard J. Leaman 4-14-08 invite all to be part of a reception in the commons!
Ruth A. Ramseier 2-20-08 If you have any questions please contact the pastors or
Evelyn A. Rogers 5-8-08 the church office. A mailing will be sent to those known
Euphemia Taylor 1-22-08 to be interested in joining St. Matthew's. Even if you did
June Vargas 3-22-08 not receive the mailing, you are welcome to attend.

The Lord’s Prayer: the Words of Jesus in Any Translation

The Lord’s Prayer is probably the best known and most memorized prayer in Christianity. It is
prayed by millions, possibly billions of Christians every Sunday in thousands of languages and
translations. Despite differences in theology, worship practices, biblical interpretation, and positions
on social issues, the Lord’s Prayer is something that all Christian denominations have in common,
and, as such, it is a living symbol of our unity in Christ.

St. Matthew’s has used the traditional version of the prayer for many years, but, beginning this
summer, we have begun to include a more contemporary version at non-communion worship
services. The reason for using both versions is to honor the power and familiarity of the traditional
wording while acknowledging the importance of speaking Christ’s words in a way that is more like the way we speak and
read English today.

Some parents have expressed a concern that using two versions is confusing to children who memorize the traditional
version of the Lord’s Prayer in Sr. Kindergarten Sunday School. While we will continue to teach the traditional version in Sr.
Kindergarten, parents can help by explaining to their children that since the Lord’s Prayer is so important and so widely
used, there are slightly different ways of saying it, and God hears them all. When children are old enough to read they can
follow the words of the contemporary version in the hymnal. Until then, they are encouraged to pray the prayer as they
have memorized it regardless of which version is being used in the worship service. Whether we use the traditional version,
the contemporary version, or the occasional Swahili “Baba Yetu,” we are praying the words that Jesus taught.
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Stewardship - Now is the Time

Stewardship Chairperson Al Van Lith
shares message
at commitment kick-off time

Dear Members of St. Matthew's

It is that time of year
again when we reflect and
pray on what we can offer
to St. Matthew's. Each of
us has gifts, time and
talents we can offer. As we
work through these
difficult economic times,
each in our own way, we
must all take a step back
and realize how we are
Blessed to be a Blessingof
this loving and committed
community we call St. Matthew's. | am always amazed
how we all come together as one to pull through tough
times and be a rock that other churches can look up to. It
is a joy and honor for me and for my family to call St.
Matthew's home.

As you get your packet, please review it and pray about
how you can help us. Remember, it is not only an
opportunity to offer financial support but it is also a way
to help with your time and talents. Look at the list and let
us know how you can help.

Please complete the packet and return it to your team
captain by November 23rd.

We are all Blessed to be a Blessing.

Al Van Lith
2008 Debt Reduction Fund
Results as of 10/12/2008 are:
Loan Balance $304,373
Pledges for the year 2008 161,000
Cash in Debt Red. Fund Reserve
1/1/2008 24,159
Contributions, in year 2008 to date 114,456
Mortgage Payments (principal &
interest) year to date 112,590)
Balance-Debt Reduction Fund Reserve to date 26,025
Hunger Basket, year to date: $9,304
2008 Benevolence through July 31 209,000
Change for a Change = $884.56

Stewardship Chairperson

Confirmation Sunday, November 9

at a special 1:00 worship service

Our ninth graders are given
the opportunity to confirm
their faith at a special afternoon
worship service on November
9atlp.m. Thisis an
exceptional class of young
people and we look forward to
them confirming their faith as
well as being involved in doing
the Gospel. Many will sign up
for the mission trip next summer. We encourage others
to join the class in their faith growth experience. The
service will be about an hour and a half.

Dan Engel Matt Engel Alec Ernst

Calvin Mabie Riley Poe Ted Kraus

Tony Ceci Ryan Serafin Drew Moore
Dana Chadek Ryan Wirtz Nate Rockenbach

Samantha Stone Breanna Emerson Alexis Messnick

Lydia Taylor Sydney Stepniewski Kylie Liska
Stephanie Rotgers Daisy Wedel Megan Falk
Amanda Johnson Schoenherr Megan Moore
Ellyn Kirtley Maddie Profio Olivia Crego
Ellen Sauter Alli Yentz

Thanksgiving Eve Service and
Pie Social, November 26 at 7:00

Thanksgiving has always been a special time for the
people of St. MatthewOs to gather and to give thanks for
blessings received and for us as a faith community to give
thanks for the work God has called us to do. In the doing
of it, we are blessed.

Come and share in the festive Thanksgiving Eve service
on November 26 at 7:00. The Senior Choir, the New
Creation Choir, New Generation Choir and Godsbells will
all provide special music for a festive service of Ojoy and
thanksgiving.O There are two things to remember in
preparation for our Thanksgiving eve service:

1) Make this Thanksgiving Eve a time when you can
give back to God in response to the blessings that you
have received this past year. Come to the Thanksgiving
Eve service andbring any non-perishable food items
that you would like to give to our food pantry.

2) Also, after the Thanksgiving Eve service, the
Fellowship Committee will once again host a Pie Social
following the service. We ask anyone who is able, to bring
a pie to share and St. MatthewOs will provide the rest -
coffee, juice, whipped cream and ice cream.




