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“The Nativity:” A Christmas Pageant, presented
December 14: 8:30 & 11:00a.m., 4:00p.m.

(A New Revised Script for 2008 and a Longstanding St. Matthew’s Tradition since 1974)
Good News! Yes, Christ is Born and this is the year that we celebrate it with “The Nativity”: A Christmas Pageant. Every

other year we do the pageant which is a major presentation with an inter-generational
program. For this year the script of the pageant has been greatly revised to reflect a narrative
of the Christmas Story. There has been almost a 35-year tradition with the pageant since it
began in 1974 with Sue Erickson and Pastor Gary Erickson
We are pleased that Danette Braun and Beth Gissibl have accepted the position of angel

choreographers. They will bring a newness to the angels which will be exciting to see.
Gretchen Haugse is lending her expertise and creativity in the fresh re-write of the Gospel
story and also in costuming the entire cast. Directing the inter-generational production are
David Mohr, St. Matthew’s senior choir director with Gretchen Haugse as the co-director.
Lending his musical support is John Paradowski, particularly with the children’s choirs’
participation.
Rehearsals have been in progress and we have been working on making this year's new

pageant a special presentation. We always encourage you to reach out to the wider community
to invite extended family, neighbors, co-workers and other friends to share in the pageant.
Pageant time is always an exciting time around St. Matthew’s and we give thanks to the cast,
the directors, and the many who work in the background to make the pageant so special.
It is a way to share the Gospel and St. Matthew’s. Invite others. Please note there is no 7:30 service on December 14. But

remember the 4:00 service in the afternoon. Pageant Service Times are 8:30 a.m., 11:00 a.m. and 4:00p.m.

Celebrate the Joy with Christmas Worship at St. Matthew’s
Come and celebrate Christmas at St. Matthew’s. We have adjusted the worship schedule to meet the needs of people,

placing the last service earlier than in the past. Each service has its own feeling and expression of rejoicing in the birth of
our Savior. There are four opportunities for Christmas worship:

Christmas Eve:
4:00 p.m. Children and Family Service: This service incudes the sights and sounds of
Christmas (including the sounds of many children) with carols, readings, children’s
choir and messages, a sermon and children's participation.
7:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Traditional Candlelight Service with a special liturgy,
handbell music, children’s choir, a St. Matthew’s orchestra and communion. (Note:
Fifteen minutes of prelude Christmas  music begins at 6:45 p.m.)
10:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Traditional Candlelight Service is similar to the 7:00 service
with music by the Senior Choir, and a small St. Matthew’s orchestra. Prelude musical

selections begin at 9:45 p.m. Holy Communion is also offered at this service.
Christmas Day
10:00 a.m. - A quiet reflective service is offered on Christmas Day with the text being John 1:1... the order follows the
Evangelical Lutheran Worship Book and communion is celebrated. Traditional hymns are sung throughout the service.

Joy to the World!  The Lord is Come!




