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Joshua 2:2-14

The king of Jericho was told, ‘Some Israelites have come here tonight to search out the land.’ *Then
the king of Jericho sent orders to Rahab, ‘Bring out the men who have come to you, who entered your
house, for they have come only to search out the whole land’ *But the woman took the two men and
hid them. Then she said, ‘True, the men came to me, but [ did not know where they came from. SAnd
when it was time to close the gate at dark, the men went out. Where the men went I do not know.
Pursue them quickly, for you can overtake them.’ “She had, however, brought them up to the roof and
hidden them with the stalks of flax that she had laid out on the roof. ’So the men pursued them on the
way to the Jordan as far as the fords. As soon as the pursuers had gone out, the gate was shut.

% Before they went to sleep, she came up to them on the roof *and said to the men: ‘[ know that the Lord
has given you the land, and that dread of you has fallen on us, and that all the inhabitants of the land
melt in fear before you. '°For we have heard how the Lord dried up the water of the Red Sea before you
when you came out of Egypt, and what you did to the two kings of the Amorites that were beyond the
Jordan, to Sihon and Og, whom you utterly destroyed. ' As soon as we heard it, our hearts failed, and
there was no courage left in any of us because of you. The Lord your God is indeed God in heaven above
and on earth below. "?Now then, since | have dealt kindly with you, swear to me by the Lord that you

in turn will deal kindly with my family. Give me a sign of good faith “*that you will spare my father and
mother, my brothers and sisters, and all who belong to them, and deliver our lives from death.’ *The
men said to her, ‘Our life for yours! If you do not tell this business of ours, then we will deal kindly and
faithfully with you when the Lord gives us the land,

Hebrews 11:1-3,29-34, 39-40

Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. Indeed, by faith our
ancestors received approval. *By faith we understand that the worlds were prepared by the word of
God, so that what is seen was made from things that are not visible.

9By faith the people passed through the Red Sea as if it were dry land, but when the Egyptians
attempted to do so they were drowned. *¥By faith the walls of Jericho fell after they had been encircled
for seven days. *'By faith Rahab the prostitute did not perish with those who were disobedient,
because she had receited the spies in peace.

%And what more should ! say? For time would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of
David and Samuel and the prophets— **who through faith conquered kingdoms, administered justice,
obtained promises, shut the mouths of lions, *quenched raging fire, escaped the edge of the sword,
won strength out of weakness, became mighty in war, put foreign armies to flight.

*Yet all these, though they were commended for their faith, did not receive what was promised, ¥since
God had provided something better so that they would not, without us, be made perfect.
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