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7:00 pm Service

Landing at Plymouth Rock in late 1620, the Pilgrims faced a devastating winter. Less than 50
of the original 110 who had sailed on the Mayflower survived. That they did was partly thanks
to the Native Americans who befriended them. The following autumn brought a bountiful
harvest, which the remaining colonists celebrated with 91 Indians in a feast of thanksgiving that
lasted three days. It is unlikely that the first Thanksgiving featured our favorites such as turkey
or pumpkin pie. There was no flour, butter, milk, or cider; potatoes were still considered
poisonous by many. However, it did include venison, fish, lobster, clams, watercress, berries,
dried fruit, and plums. George Washington declared a National Day of Thanksgiving in 1789.
But not until 1863 did President Lincoln proclaim an annual Thanksgiving Day - thanks to
Sarah Josepha Hale, who had campaigned for the holiday for 40 years. In 1941, President
Franklin Roosevelt established the fourth Thursday in November as the day we now celebrate
Thanksgiving.

Prelude God is So Good - Godsbells

Welcome & Sharing of Events
[Please stand]
Opening Litany/Litany Based on the Six Days of Creation

# 693 Come, Ye Thankful People, Come [Stanza 1]

P For the first of all days and its shining gifts, we give you thanks, O God!

For fire and energy and everything that springs from your gift of light we
thank you.

P And the evening and the morning were the first day, and it was good.

For the second of days and its wonder, we give you thanks, O God!

For water below and above, for the beautiful blue of the sea and the sky, for
the rain and snow that refreshes and replenishes, for the atmosphere and all
of the blessings that came down on your second day of creation we thank
you. .

® And the evening and the morning were the second day, and it was good.

For the green growing gifts of the third day, we give you thanks, O God!

[Service continues on white insert]
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For land dry and wet, for desert and bog, for canyons and cactus, for valleys
and vines, for fruits for our cating, for the earth and its bounty we thank
you.

#693 Come, Ye Thankful People, Come [Stanza 2]

P And the evening and the morning were the third day, and it was good.
For the fourth day and its heavenly lights, we give you thanks, O God!

For the beacon of the sun, for the lantern of the moon, for the mystery of the
planets and the stars, for sunny days and cool evenings, for seasons and
years, tides and time we thank you.

P And the evening and the morning were the fourth day, and it was good.

For the fifth day of filling the skies and oceans, we give you thanks, O God!

For everything that flies to the heights of your heavens and swims to the

depths of your oceans we thank you.

#693 Come, Ye Thankful People, Come [Stanza 3]

1 And the evening and the morning were the fifth day, and it was good.
For the sixth day and its grand glory, we give you thanks, O God!

For things that creep and crawl, walk and run, and for creating us in Your
own image and for your Son, who entered this world to make us your own
again, we thank you.

P And the evening and the morning were the sixth day, and it was good.
For the luxury of the seventh day, we give you thanks, O God!
For the time to recharge and celebrate your creation so that we may praise

you more, we thank you.
® And it was very good!
Amen.

#693 Come, Ye Thankful People, Come [Stanza 4]

Apostolic Greeting
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you!
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Prayer of the Day [Adapt. from Sue Ellen Herne, Mohawk, 20th Century]

P Thank you, Creator of the universe, for the people gathered around us today. We
give thanks for the things of the earth that give us the means of life. Thank you
for the plants and animals that we use as food and medicine. Thank you for the
natural world, in which we find the means to be clothed and housed. Thank you,
Lord, for the ability to use these gifts of Creation. Help us to see our place among
these gifts, not to squander them or think of them as means for selfish gain. May
we respect the life of all you have made. May our spirits be strengthened by
using only what we need, and may we use our strength to help those who need
us.

Amen.

[Please be seated] :

Anthem In the Morning by Ellen Woods Bryce
New Creation & New Generation Choirs;
Amy Hartman, Flute

In the morning, ev’ry morning, I'll sing praise 1o you.
I will thank you for the wonderful things that you do,

for you keep every promise, and you answer my prayer.
I will trust you, O Lord, for I know that you care.

In the morning, ev’ry morning, and all through the day
I will thank you for the wonderful things you have made:

for the oceans that sparkle, and the mountains that sing,
and the colors that dance through the seasons you bring.

Lord, I will thank you! Your love is sure.
Lord, I will thank you! Your compassions endure.

In the morning, ev’ry morning, as long as I live,

I will thank you for the wonderful blessings you give!
Ev’ry gift that is perfect is a gift from above!

How I thank you, O Lord, for your great gifts of love!

Reading Joel 2:21-27
The prophecy of Joel comes from the period of 500 to 350 b.c. He views a locust plague
that ravaged the country as God’s judgment on the people, whom he then calls to
repentance. Today’s reading points beyond the judgment of the Day of the Lord, when the
Lord will repay “the years that the swarming locust has eaten.”






