St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church
Wauwatosa, Wi
SMU 2009-10

Welcome to St. Matt’s U!

Here at St. Matthew’s church, we are passionate about
Adult Education and Small Groups. In these less formal
settings, we enjoy learning and growing in faith together.

We are pleased to offer a variety of courses and Bible
study classes this year! All classes and groups are open
to anyone who has a desire to increase their knowledge

and connect with others in the faith community.

For additional information please go to
www.stmattslutheran.org
Or contact the church office at
414-774-0441

“Called to fulfill the Great Commission,

St. Matthew’s Welcomes all to faith in Jesus Christ,
Nurtures our faith journey, Equips us to serve others,
and Sends us out into the world
to make a difference in Jesus’ name.”


http://www.stmattslutheran.org/
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Sunday Morning Course Offerings
9:45-10:45 a.m.

September 13

Extended Social Time

We gather together to introduce ourselves to one another and re-connect as
we celebrate the start of our educational year with Rally Sunday at St.
Matthew' s!

September 20

Liturgy and Our Christian Worship

Is church simply the survival of a collection of quaint customs or does it
propose a realistic pattern for interpreting our world and enabling action and
hope? We will explore the primary patterns in which meaning occurs in the
Christian assembly and how this moves the way Christians speak about God
and to God. In this place where old becomes new, sorrow becomes hope and
death becomes life. Come and join us as we discover the importance of our
Liturgy and Christian Worship.

Facilitator: Douglas Krekling

September 27

Human Sexuality: Gift and Trust

The title for this session is the text of the recommended social statement on
human sexuality for the ELCA. It addresses the question: How do we
understand human sexual ity wildeGodn
and love our neighbor? Although the public focus of this statement has been on
same gender relationships, it also has much to say about the need for human
relationships and the meaning of family as well as friendships, commitments,
marriage and sexuality. Human sexuality and moral discernment are central to
God’s |l eadi.ng and guiding

Facilitators: Pastor Gary Erickson and Pastor Chris Manke
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October 4
Social Ministry Focus: The Benedict Center

Our Social Ministry Focus for the month of October is the Benedict Center.

The Benedict Center is an interfaith criminal justice agency that works with

victims, offenders and the community to achieve a system of justice that is fair

and treats everyone with dignity and respect. Some of their programs include

the “Har m Red dlsprogmam endblesavgmerg imconflict with

the law, to find a supportive environment to develop skills to create safer and
healthier lives for themselves and their children, before they re-enter into the
community. The “ Community Justice Program’
communities and collaborates with organizations in Milwaukee that are

seeking solutions to social welfare, criminal justice and public health problems.

October 11

Day of Grace: Commentary & Conversations about Faith

Mark Allen Powell, New Testament Professor of Trinity Lutheran Seminary in
Columbus, Ohio, will be our Day of Grace presenter for 2009 on October 11. Dr.
Powell is a gifted theologian of our church and an excellent speaker. He is also
one of the authors of the Book of Faith initiative, a current focus of the ELCA.

Adult Forum —9:45 - 10:45 a.m.
Lutheran Buzzwords:
Four Things You Often Hear Lutherans Say about the Bible

Al'l Christians say that the Bible is
that? There are a lot of different Christians in the world, and some of them say

things about the biblethatyou don’'t often hedrtr in Lu
Powell will rehearse four things tha

about the Bible; though, as he point
that not everyone should be typical or traditiona | ! ”

Afternoon Presentation — 1:00 - 3:00 p.m.

The Timeless Tale of a Prodigal Son

The story of the prodigal son in Luke’'s
Bible comes to mean different things to different people. Dr. Powell will outline three

ways that this story has been read in different parts of the world (America, Russia, and

Africa). We can almost guarantee that you will learn some things about this well known

Bi ble story that you haven’'t t hthestghitét of
come alive in ways often missed. Then, we will probe the big question of why the Bible

seems to hold unique meaning for its readers and why knowing this is important for
“opening the book of faith” today.

Adult Education www.stmattslutheran.org/education/adult.html Revised 2/15/10
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October 18

Guest Pastor Anaeli Nasari and our Sing’isi Partnership.

Come hear Pastor Nasari speak to us about his ministry in Tanzania. Partnership

is a growing mini sandoyethht&ad & cerdainly St . Ma
blessing. Come hear more about this outreach ministry in a visit with Pastor

Anaeli Nasari from Tanzania. Pastor Anaeli Nasari will share with us stories of

his church in Tanzania. Learn about our relationship with the synod in Tanzania

and how you can be a part of this effort that reaches across the ocean. There
willalsobe di scussi on on missiéntrip to Taanist . Mat
Facilitators: Pastor Chris Manke and the Partnership Team

October 25 & November 1 (2 sessions)

Vexed Verses: What to Do When the Bible Gets It Wrong

Scripture is the source of inspiration and guidance for Christians around the
globe. But there are passages in the Bible that create difficulties for many of us.
Some sections appear to contradict one another, others seem implausible and
a few are hard to explain or justify. Join in the discussion of the vexed verses,
focusing on various options for handling them and what these passages say
about the assumptions we bring to the text.

Facilitator: Dan Bice

November 1

Social Ministry Focus: Serenity Inn

Serenity Inns is a seven month residency program of opportunity for persons to
recover from drug and alcohol dependence. There is a great need for this
program in Milwaukee and the record of persons recovering through the
Serenity Inn is growing. Develop your understanding of this community-based
program and ways you may want to be part of this effort.

November 8

The Why and Way of Confirmation

I s there something that you??btvéve to
wondered what confirmation i BlsitstWhat
useful process in the life of the church?Wh at "' s t he di fferenc
Lutheran understanding of confirmation and other Christian denominations? If
you’'ve pondered t hese.Cogneadhearwhats, you
confirmation is, how we understanditand t each it at St . I
Facilitator: Pastor Chris Manke

Adult Education www.stmattslutheran.org/education/adult.html Revised 2/15/10
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November 15

The Changing American Religious Landscape

More than two out of every five American adults change their religious
affiliation during their lives, recent surveys show. That has led to major changes
in the American religious scene over the last 30 years. Some denominations are
gaining numbers while others are losing them. Those who grew up in the
Roman Catholic Church are leaving in record numbers. And the number of
people unaffiliated with any religion in America is exploding.

We take a look at these trends, plus review what recent research says about

what teens and young adults believe and don't believe. It will be a fast-paced
hour that will sketch out where America is religiously -- and where it is going.
Facilitator: Dan Bice

November 22
The St. John’s Bible

A full sized copy of the Gospels and
available for viewing and reflection. We will explore the large illuminations of
these books and have an opportunity for conversation. Th e St . John' s

the first hand written Bible since the Guttenberg press was invented. St.

Matt hew’ s tbhavethiowork of artaavtaikable for worship and

viewing on this Christ the King Sunday. Parallel to viewing of the Bible we will

also show the inspiring DVD, “Making
Facilitator: Pastor Margaret Schoewe

November 29

Advent: While We Wait

Already tired of Christmas and the commercialism being displayed
throughout the stores?! Have you ever wondered what the season of Advent
is really all about? Come learn more about this season of preparation for
Christmas. We'll cover the history and biblical basis to the season of Advent.
We'll also discuss how to better observe this time of year as we personally
wait for our Lord's appearance.

Facilitators: Pastor Christopher Manke and Sue Swing

Adult Education www.stmattslutheran.org/education/adult.html Revised 2/15/10
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December 6

Social Ministry Focus: Global Mission

Join us for a combined adult and youth forum December 6 when we will

welcome Dan Beirne, who has spent the past two years interpreting for

partnership delegations visiting El Salvador. Dan was placed in El Salvador for a
twoyear term as part of the ELCA’s GI

While there, Dan worked closely with the pastor in charge of the partnership
program for the Salvadoran Lutheran Church. He became immersed in the
culture and was a gift to all of the delegations with whom he worked. We are
fortunate to have Dan joining our group who is traveling to El Salvador this
January.

Dan has a wealth of stories to share as well as a unique perspective on global
service. Come and learn about one of the ways in which the ELCA church- at-
large is serving throughout the world.

Facilitators: The Partnership Team

December 13 & December 20 (2 sessions)

Our Creeds

We use the Apostles’ Creed or tHbwe Ni
did these creeds originate? What was their purpose? What were they trying to

say and to whom? What about the Athanasian Creed? We * | | be discu
questions like these as we explore the value of creeds for us today. We * | | t ak
look at some modern creeds as well.

Facilitator: Pastor Ed Weiskotten

December 27
No Adult Forum

January 3

Social Ministry Focus: Hunger Task Force

Hunger Task Force will lead us through their Food for Today simulation. This
unique and interactive simulation helps people understand what it’s like for
food insecure families using food stamps in the Milwaukee area to put food
on the table. During Food for Today, participants take on roles of Wisconsin
residents in a fictional community. Participants learn about the root causes of
hunger and how to take action steps towards ending hunger.

Adult Education www.stmattslutheran.org/education/adult.html Revised 2/15/10
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January 10

Living Luke

Most of our Gospel readings in 2010 will be from the Gospel of Luke. We
experience God directly as we hear His Word. This encounter is to bear fruit in
our lives. Our time in this class will be a brief introduction into our developing

theme for 2010, “The Book of Faith?”
scripture. As an example, we will explore the Parables in Luke with some
theology of the parables, using the

Facilitators: Pastor Gary Erickson and Tim Jorgenson

January 17
Opening the Book of Faith: Four Methods for Bible Study
Join this lively panel discussion on four ways to approach reading the Bible.
Each approach has its strengths and will be beneficial to all readers of the
Bible. This class is for you if:
e  Opening the Bible seems overwhelming
e  You have been confused by what you read in the Bible
e  You are trying to figure out how what you read actually applies to your
daily life
e You are looking for a way to stimulate your mind while reading
the Bible
e You desire a heartfelt connection with God in response to His Word

The four methods that will be explored are: Devotional, Historical, Literary and
Lutheran Theological Reading.
Facilitator: Dan Bice

January 24
The Annual Meeting
The meeting will review the year 2009, list year end reports, include the

election of new church council positions, and vote on the 2010 budget as
shown in the Bulletin of Reports which is available at the church and on our
website, www.stmattslutheran.org. Please plan to be present as we vote on a

budget and elect new councilposit i ons; t he ¢ aradiilaldednt e s
Bull etin of Reports and on the St. M

Adult Education www.stmattslutheran.org/education/adult.html Revised 2/15/10
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January 31

El Salvador Mission Trip

Gather with the adults and youth who were part of the mission trip to El
Salvador. How can we reach out to this country? What was learned from this
experience and where do we go from here?

Facilitator: Pastor Chris Manke

February 7

Social Ministry Focus: Dental Care

Last year at a dental screening event at Cross Lutheran, 75% of the men had
emergency dental needs. For the month of February, we are going to focus on
the issue of the lack of access to dental care of the low income and people
living in poverty. This is a tremendously large issue that often gets unreported.

During our education hour we are going to show a video from the Wisconsin
Dent al Association’s Mission of Merc:
care last summer for a weekend and saw over 1500 people. After the video we
will have a panel discussion about this issue. We will discuss how we are going
to help Cross Lutheran and Reformation during the month of February with
dental supplies and education. We are asking for $10 donations, which will
provide toothbrushes, toothpaste and floss to 12 people. We hope to provide
dental supplies to 1000 people. Lastly, we are in discussions with the Cross
Bread of Healing Clinic about opening up a free dental clinic and we will provide
information on this project. This will be a great discussion that you will not
want to miss.

February 14

Book of Faith: Four Methods of Reading the Bible - Part 2

Due to popular demand, the Book of Faith “Introduction to Four Methods of
Reading the Bible” (presented January 17), will continue with deeper
exploration into how Scripture is to be read and interpreted using each of

the four methods: Devotional, Historical, Literary, and Lutheran Theological.
This session will be a great starting point for anyone who has never picked up a
Bible and informative for the experienced reader as well. Come with your
questions.

Facilitator: Dan Bice

Adult Education www.stmattslutheran.org/education/adult.html Revised 2/15/10
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February 21 — No Forum: social time

February 28

Christianity and Pop Culture — Part 1: The Shack by William Paul Young

The fictional account of a broken man's encounter with God spent more than a
year on the New York Times Best Seller List, obviously striking a cord with many
readers. This session will examine the book's theological premises and
universal themes in an attempt to explain its popular appeal. Participants need
not have read the novel.

Facilitators: Carl and Petey Lund

March 7

Christianity and Pop Culture — Part 2: “Lights, Camera, Action!”

On Sunday, March 7, all of Hollywood will gather for the 82" Annual Academy
Awards. Ten movies have been nominated for best picture this year. Some of
these pictures have been part of a growing conversation in Christian circles.
How are these films seen from the Christian perspective? Was your faith
challenged or awakened as you viewed these movies? During the adult
education hour we will enter into a lively conversation on Christian Faith and
Film.

Guest Facilitator: Pastor Jack Murtaugh

March 14
To be announced

March 21 & March 28 (2 sessions)

Has God Forsaken Us? The Problem of Pain & Suffering

God and suffering: How do we reconcile the two? How does a loving and
almighty God allow the atrocities of the last century—or even the pain and
suffering that many of us personally experience? The problem of pain poses
one of the biggest challenges to Christian faith. While pain brings many people
to God, it also causes countless numbers of people to lose faith. In this two-
part s @l lodk ® the Bibly, €hé work of leading scholars, and to one
another as we seek to better understand how faith can grow in the face of
suffering.

Facilitators: Dan Bice & Britt Peterson

Adult Education www.stmattslutheran.org/education/adult.html Revised 2/15/10
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April 18

Earth Day

God created éhmheuwlt | Oo wi @vértinfeloirwdrldh g b «
has gotten out of balance. During this session we will explore eco-justice, the
importance of sustainable living as is pertains to caring for the most vulnerable,

and how to live so that all people and living things might flourish.

Facilitator: Pastor Margaret Schoewe

April 25

Christian Contemplative Practice

The contemplative practice has always been noted for traits such as tolerance,

patience, kindness, self-c ont r o | and thbkeoSBperitFrbui
Paul in Galatians 5. This is what makes the path of contemplation so relevant

and valuable today. The modern contemplative is better able to cope with the

change and stress of our modern life because they know how to cultivate

internal peace and increased understanding. Although still human and fallible,

personal transformation is a most significant aspect of the contemplative
experience—the seeker experiences a more peaceful life and relationships with

others are markedly improved.| n t hese sessionsawlke” wi l
of the contemplative way of life and practices that you can begin to use in the

“ b urses s of your 1ife! The two weeks
have to attend both sessions.

Facilitators: Pastor Margaret Schoewe and Gary Colpaert

May 2

Israel and Palestine: An Insider View

Sister Sylvia Countess, a Lutheran Deaconess, lived for three years in Jerusalem
on the Mount of Olives and worked as the Assistant to the Director of
Education for the Evangelical Lutheran schools for Palestine and Jordan. In the
spring of 2009 the government of Israel would not renew her visa and she
returned to the United States to a new call with the Deaconess community.
Sister Sylvia will share reflections from her time in Israel and Jordan.

May 9
Social Ministry Focus: Meal Outreach Ministry

Adult Education www.stmattslutheran.org/education/adult.html Revised 2/15/10
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May 16
To be announced

May 23

To be announced

Adult education informat.i
www.stmattslutheran.org/education/adult.html
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Special Adult Education Sessions:
History and the Holy Land

St . Matthew's wil.| be offering three
history and archaeology of Israel. The sessions are specifically geared for those

going on the church-sponsored trip to the Holy Land in May, but they are open

to anyone who wants to attend. Each class will be led by Dan Bice.

(1) Sunday, March 21, 12:15 p.m. -- Bringing the Dead Sea Scrolls to Life

The discovery of these scrolls in late 1946 has been widely hailed as the
greatest archaeological find of modern times. In this workshop, we will tell the
amazing story of the discovery and then discuss their importance for
understanding ancient Judaism, the origins of Christianity and our modern
Bibles. The presentation will be accompanied by more than 100 photos of
Qumran, the various texts discovered in the caves there and the individuals
responsible for finding and translating the 900 texts of the Dead Sea Scrolls.
The session will serve as an introduction for those who want to visit the current
exhibit at the Milwaukee Public Museum. Lunch will be provided.

(2) Sunday, April 18, 6:00-8:00 p.m. -- Digging for Jesus

We will explore the top 10 archaeological finds in the Holy Land that help us

better understand the life of Jesus. These will include many artifacts and sites

that will be part of our trip to Israel, including the ancient boat from Galilee,

the Apostle Peter’s house, the excav.
of Caesarea Maritima. This presentation, which will draw on John Dominic
Crossan and Jonathan Reed’ s beasotk “ Ex
photos of locations and artifacts from Israel.

(3) Sunday, May 9, 5:00-7:00 p.m. -- Distinguishing fact from fiction in Israel
Every church, synagogue and city in the Holy Land has a grand story attached to
it -- and some of them are even true. We will discuss some of the major sites
that we will be visiting in Bethlehem, Jerusalem, Masada and Galilee and try to
determine what is legend, what is myth, and what may be true about these
important places.

Adult Education www.stmattslutheran.org/education/adult.html Revised 2/15/10
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Ongoing Sunday Morning Groups
9:45-10:45 a.m.

Supporting Parents of Teens

Parents of teens meet to encourage and strengthen one another through

Christ.

Facilitator: Danette Braun & Cathy Laszew s k i members of St.
Church.

Women’s Sunday Morning Sharing Group

Informal, lively discussion and sharing centered on a book or study chosen by

the group. No advance preparation is required; come when you can!

Facilitator: Mary Thomae, member o f St . Matthew’” s Chui

Ongoing Weekday Groups

Men’s Monday Morning Study Group, 6:30 - 7:30 a.m.

Strengthen your faith and start your week off right with this early Monday

morning Bible study. Meets year round.

Facilitator: Connor Williams, member o f St . Matt hew' s Chur

Wednesday Morning Bible Study, 10:30 - 11:30 a.m.
Grow in faith with Pastor Margaret and others in this morning Bible study.
Please call the church office for dates.

Wednesday Evening Group

Join us for some new and creative approaches to growing our faith on
Wednesday evenings. Please call the church office for specific time and
location.

Friday Morning Women's Bible Study, 9:00 - 11:00 a.m.
Gather with this supportive group of women every Friday morning for in-depth
Bible study and discussion. Please call the church office for dates.

Bi ble Study information can be fo
www.stmattslutheran.org/education/biblestudy.html

Adult Education www.stmattslutheran.org/education/adult.html Revised 2/15/10
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Additional Opportunities

Small Groups

These groups, usually 7-12 people, meet in homes once a month for fellowship,
study, support and service. Each group sets its own format, which may include
Bible study, book discussions, topical studies, movies with discussions, and
service projects. New groups are formed on a regular basis.

Organizer: Sue Swing

Website: www.stmattslutheran.org/group-life/groups.html#SmallGroups

Book Discussion Group

This group is for people who love to read and enjoy active participation in lively
and interesting discussions relating the chosen book to everyday faith and life
issues and ideas.

First Friday of the month, 7:00 - 8:30 p.m., beginning October 2

Website: www.stmattslutheran.org/group-life/groups.html#BookGroup

SAINTS (Senior Adults in New Testament Service)

This group provides an opportunity for older adults to grow down into the

Word, up into Christ, and out into the world.

Organizer: Jane Sandstrom, me mber of St . Matt hew’ s
Website: www.stmattslutheran.org/group-life/saints.html

Adult Education www.stmattslutheran.org/education/adult.html Revised 2/15/10
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